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> nIcEties of TheErtHa yaAtra - pIlgrimage 


Theertha kshethras have eternal presence of the Supreme God 
SriManNaaraayana AAA 


Theertha is a holy place of pilgrimage since time immemorial. 
Theerthas are seldom anonymous places. They all have their 
unique character and ambience. These places are the living 
symbols of tradition and culture of history. 


Sthala purana, Kshetra Mahatmya, speaks about a particular 
place or Theertha, its significance, culture and traditions in that 
place. 


They have gained prominence depending on the merits of 
Theertha or the deity or the saint associated with. 


These places are used by the great sages for their spiritual 
activities which are evident from the sthala puranas. 


A pilgrimage is a Theertha Yatra and a pilgrim is a 
theerthayatri, the place where the Theertha is located is called 
Theertha Kshetra or Theertha Sthala. 


Theertha Yathra should not become a customary like visit to a 
picnic spot. Having spent money one may have the satisfaction 
of completing a pilgrimage (Theertha Yathra). But in reality it is 
not worthwhile without understanding its correct meaning and 
significance. 


Theertha kshethras have eternal presence of the Supreme God 
SriManNaaraayana. How? 


In simple language Theertha means sacred water and Theertha 
sthala or Theertha Kshetra is a sacred or a holy spot. It could 
be a river, a lake, or an ocean, or even a mountain that is 
made sacred through association with a deity or a saint. 


Water element of Theertha is associated with Lord SriMann 
Narayana indicating all pervasive nature of the supreme God as 
that of an ocean in which the never ending movement of birth, 
life and death of cosmos occurs. 


The word Naara in NaAraayana is also associated with another 
meaning for water. Naaraayana means the one whose abode is 
water. NaAraayana according to this etymology is the one who 
moves (floats) in the infinite waters and is also the water itself, 
the one who lives in water. 


This close association of NaAraayana the supreme God with 
water explains the significance behind a Theertha. That means 
He is eternally present in all the Theerthas. 


NaAraayana also means the conveyance or the sole vehicle for 
the human beings to depend upon for their ultimate journey of 
salvation. NaAraayana is the one who shows direction to the 
mankind towards the ultimate reality. 


That means Theertha the place where Lord SriManNarayana 
resides in the form of water is a place of direction to the human 
beings towards liberation of the soul from the cycle of birth and 
death. 


Water mentioned should not be construed as mere water. 
Before creation of the Universe everything was in the form of 
water and the one and the only all pervasive energy which was 
present in the very beginning is one that is referred to as water 
in this context and the all pervasive energy was Lord 
SriManNarayana. 


Theertha is one of the attributes of Lord Vishnu who is 
"TheErthakaraH" (Sri Vishnu Sahasranama Stothram sloka # 
74); He is SarvaTheerthaAtmaka; 


Lord Vishnu is ever pure, auspicious and the one who sanctifies 
the Theerthas with His eternal presence; He is the energy 
Pushkara the one who nourishes/gives pushti to the Theerthas; 


Theertha also means a Preceptor; Lord Vishnu is the first 
spiritual Guru of the Universe; Who, as Hamsanaamaka 
Paramaatma passed on the the divine Vedic knowledge to Lord 
Brahma that percolated down through a sacred lineage of 
divine preceptors who are also called Theertha; 


Especially in Madhva philosophy we find Ascetics who are also 
preceptors have suffix to their Aasrama naAma the word 
TheErtha indicating purity, sanctity, auspiciousness and 
knowledge; 


We have several divine preceptors who lived up to its 
reputation as THEERTHA starting with Sri Aananda Theertharu 
(Sri Madhvacharya); followed by stalwarts like Padmanabha 
Theertharu, Narahari Theertharu, Jaya Theertharu, Sri 
VyasaTheertharu, Sri Vadiraja Theertharu, Sri Raghavendra 
Theertharu to quote a few.... 


VHEDISYPUIIG,, OPoBsaBgev0 | 
SAaecd SB ABD, WoHowsdsndo Bvo || 
S0ve Dear, G, VA seGrsvuedod | 
Bao Hea BEA Bro Nadwe,do SCead),BO | | 
Sarvayaathra-phalaavaaptyai yathaa-shakthi pradakshinam, 
Karomi thava siddhasya vrundaavanagatham jalam; 


Shirasaa dhaarayamyadya sarvatheerthaa-phalaapthaye, 
Sarvaabheeshtaartha-siddhyartham namaskaaram 
karomyaham; 


In Sri RaAghavendra Stothra, Sri Appanaachaarya point out the 
merits of performing Pradakshina/Namaskaara to Sri Guru 
Raayara Brindavana and prokshana of sacred water (abhisheka 
jala) falling from Sri GuruRaayara Brundavana, in the following 
slokas.... 


Such an act results in Theertha Yaathra phala (visiting all the 
sacred pilgrim centres) and prokshana of water from holy 
rivers; 


Pradakshina/Namaskaara to Sri Guru Raayaru with sincere 
devotion will result in fulfillment of all our desires not only 
materialistic, but also Jnyaana, Bhakti, Vairagya; 


Theertha Yathra is of no avail if a person does not lead a moral 
life. There is no use wandering about the pilgrim centres 
keeping the evil thoughts in mind. 


One who doesn't have sraddha on Theertha-Yathra, 
One who is a Paapi, 
One who is a Nastik; 
One who doubts Theertha Mahima; 
one who is a HetuVaadi 
will never reap the benefits/phala from Theertha-Yaathra; 
Hey I Hoa wT youay faces 
Pouat Ha as gata arfawate 
"anyakshetre kritam papam; punyakshetre vinashyati; 
punyakshetre kritam papam; vajralepo bhavishyati; 


Sins committed at other places is destroyed in a holy place, but 
the sins committed in a holy place (Theertha Kshetra) becomes 
firmly attached." 


Therefore, one should understand the concept and significance 
of Theertha while doing Theertha Yaathra and utilize the 


opportunity and it should be a saadhana for self upliftment and 
spiritual progress. 


With this background (focus on the eternal presence of Hari 
sarvottama) if a Theertha Yaathra is made; it will help the 
pilgrims to cleanse their inner selves, wash out their evil 
tendencies and open up before them a path or a direction for 
righteous living. 


While going to a Theertha one must remember that it is meant 
for self-refinement and self-upliftment. Pilgrimage is for 
introspection; practice of penance and selfless service and for 
resolving to strive for an enlightened future. 


Visit to Theerthas and following Theertha vidhi is also 
recommended as a remedy for many ills and sufferings. 
Theertha Yatra is an opportunity to the householder to detach 
himself for some time from worries and botherations of the 
materialistic daily life and to devote that time spiritually. 


Theertha Vidhi is a part of Theertha Yathra. Though different 
walks of people follow different customs and traditions while 
visiting a Theertha Kshetra, some of the Vidhi uniformly 
followed are.... 


Theertha Snaana; 
Theertha Darshana; 
Theertha Sraaddha; 
Theertha Daana; 
Theertha Vratha; 


Theertha Sravana/Paarayana (listening to the stories of Lord 
Sri Hari) 


Theertha Yaathra is one of the important components in the life 
of a SaAdhaka. Several eminent Madhva Yathis starting from 
Sri MadAachaAryaRu, Jayatheertharu, Sri VyasaRajaru, Sri 
VadiRajaru, Sri GuruRaayaru to quote a few have lived by 


example undertaking Theertha Yatra and reiterated its 
significance. 


Theertha Prabhandha composed by Sri VadiRajaru is a 
remarkable work/guide on Pilgrimage where, He has 
described/extolled the glory, significance and merits of the well 
known pilgrim centres giving intimate account of each shrine 
he visited and its presiding deity consecrated there. 


Theertha Prabhandha an outstanding travelogue authored by 
Sri VadiRajaru in four well organized chapters called 
Prabhandhas (geographically divided) is a unique guide for 
Yatris. 


Observing Theertha Vidhi is very sacred, celestial and 
auspicious that yields lot of merits (phaladayaka), 
punyadayaka and also mukthidayaka. Performing Vedic rituals 
at Theertha Kshetra is infinitely more effective than performing 
at one’s home. 


Theerthas are an integral part of our civilization and culture 
that has grown and spread along the banks of Theertha 
Kshethras. They have also played a significant role in the 
religious, philosophical/spiritual heritage of our country. 


We find reference to sacred Theerthas (Pilgrimage) in several 
Puranas like SriMad Bhagavatha, MahaBharata, Ramayana, 
Skanda Purana, Bramha Purana, Matysa Purana, Bramhanda 
Purana, Padma Purana etc. Several pouranic personalities like 
Lord Sri Rama along with Seeta Devi, BalaRama (brother of 
Lord Sri Krishna), Pandavas (MahaBharata) have undertaken 
Theertha Yathra giving sanctity to Theertha sthalas. 


There are several miilions of Theertha Kshethras spread across 
Bharata Desa broadly classified into Vishnu Kshethras, Shiva 
Kshethras, Divya Desams, Swayam vyakta kshethras, 
Saptapuri, CharDhaam, Jyothirlinga Kshetras, Pancha-Bhota 
linga kshetras, Shakti Peetas, Hanumad Kshethras, 
Subramanya Kshethras, Ganapati Kshethras, Naaga Kshethras, 


Navagraha kshethras, Theertha Kshetras associated with 
eminent Saints like Sri Madhvacharya, Sri Raghavendra 
Swamy, etc. (list not exhaustive) 


Some of them are located on the banks of holy rivers like 
Ganga, Sindhu, Yamuna, Gomati, Narmada, Godavari, Krishna, 
Kaveri, TungaBhadra, holy lakes (pushkarini/sarovars). 


That’s why Bharata Desa is called as Punya Bhoomi where holy 
rivers have originated, divine incarnations of God have taken 
place, several pouranic events have taken place, several 
Rushis/Sages/Saints have lived in this country on the banks of 
Theertha Kshethras. 


According to Bramha Purana-anthargatha Sri Venkatachala 
Mahatmya there are 66 Crore sacred Theerthas on VenkataAdri 
the sacred abode of Lord Venkateswara. Out of which 1008 are 
prominent, out of which 108 are considered as JnyaAna 
pradaayini, out of which 68 are capable of bestowing 
Bhakti/Vairagya, out of which 7 are Mukti pradayni and out of 
which ONE is highly meritorious ie. SWAMI PUSHKARINI 
Theertha. 


It is a universal truth that we don’t find any other deity or 
temple as sacred; as famous; as powerful and as popular as 
Tirumala Kshethra and its presiding deity Lord Venkateswara. 


VenkataAdri Samam SthaAnam Brahmande NaAsthi Kinchana 
Venkatesa Samo Devo NaBhootho NaBhavishyathi 


There is no sacred place which is equivalent to Venkataadri 
(Tirumala) in this universe; there is no God who is comparable 
to Lord Venkateswara neither in the past nor in future going to 
be. 


With this back-ground here is a humble attempt (yatha-shakti, 
yatha yogyata) through this book-let titled “Theetha Yaathra 
- A Pilgrimage” featuring the glory, significance, mertis and 
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other useful information of some of the Theertha Kshethras 
(mostly visited) for novice understanding. 


The chosen topic is very huge it is not possible to cover all in 
one attempt, perhaps in one birth. Trying to cover only very 
very important ones that too in parts. Current one is Part-1 
covering Theertha Kshethras as per the index given useful from 
religious, spiritual as well as tourist point of view. 


I am confident that devout society would make best use of the 
information provided and share with likeminded in spreading 
the culture, heritage of Bharata Desa and the glory of Divinity. 


dhanyavaad 
bhargavasarma 


(nirikhi krishna bhagavan) 


Hari SArvottama —- Vaayu Jeevotama 
Sri GuruRaajo Vijayate 
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Naimisharanya - A rare pilgrimage 
(naimishe~nimishkshetre - afssffiryaa) 
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Naimisharanya 


Naimishé‘animisha-kshetre, £ 
e s A “<4 h 4 
Rishayalys’aunakadayali , ; 

Satram svdreaya lokaya 
Sahasra-samam asata. © 


Naimisharanaya is also called as Nemisharanya, NImisharanya. 
Once upon a time Bhagawan Vishnu had killed the demons at 

this place within no time in a nimish (nimish is a unit of time - 
fraction of a minute) and thence forth called as Nimesharanya. 


It is the sacred place where 33 crores Devathas, 32 crore 
Theerthas/shrines, 88000 sages reside always. 


It is believed that Naimisharanya existed in Sathya Yuga and 
the first ever pilgrimage site to be laid out on earth. 


The whole episode related to Sage Dhadhichi donating his 
bones happened at Naimisharanya. He donated his bones to 
Devathas at this place to make weapons and defeat the 
demons. 


It is the sacred place where Swayambhuva Manu and Satarupa 
performed yaga and rigorous penance at this place for 
begetting Bhagawan SriMannNarayana as their son. 


Naimisharanya is the sacred land where Sri Ramachandra 
performed Aswamedha yaaga; 


It is the land of Naimisharanya where Bhagawan Sri Vedavyasa 
composed 4 Vedas, 6 Shastras and 18 Puranas; This spot is 
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today known as VYASA GADDHI. This is the place where the 
Srimad Bhagavatam was spoken. 


It is believed to be the place where Lord Hanuman had 
emerged out from Paathaala carrying Lord Sri Rama and 
Laxmana on his shoulders after killing MAhiRavana. This spot is 
known as Hanuman Garhi/Hanuman Gaddhi where we find 18 
feet Hanuman manifested in a gigantic form. 


Naimisharanya is the place of origin for Sri Sathyanarayana 
Vratha Katha; 


Naimisharanya is located on the banks of sacred river GOMATI 
which is known as AadiGanga; 


Naimisharanya is also called as Nemisharanya. Nemi means the 
outer surface of the disc and Nemisharanya is the place where 
the disc of Brahma Manomaya Chakra fell on earth where a 
sacred Theertha known as Chakra Theertha got manifested. 


Naimisharanya is famous in Trilokas as sin destroyer and a 
favourable place of Trimurthis; 


Naimisha in Satyayuga, 

Pushkara in Thretha Yuga, 

Kurukshetra in Dwapara Yuga and 

Ganga in Kaliyuga 

are considered as holy and sacred Theerthas. 


Naimisharanya is the Yagna place of Gods worshipped by 
Rishis. 


Almost all puranas talk of Naimisharanya, its significance and 
importance. The gist of all is said as follows.... 


There are unlimited numbers of Theerthas on earth but 
Naimisharanya is foremost among them. It is the most sacred 
and best among all the Theerthas. Importance of this Theertha 
is 10 times more meritorious than that of any other Theertha. 
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This is an important Theertha which offers Bhoga and Moksha 


both. This is a holy place where Siddhi can be attained quickly. 


Pandavas visited this place during their exile and Sri Balarama 
visited this place during his pilgrimage. 


One who think of visiting this Theertha half of the sins vanish 
and by entering Naimisharanya sins vanish fully. 


Taking bath in Ganga, arriving at Varanasi, Dwaraka and 
Badarikasrama yield punya but one gets punya as soon as he 
leaves his/her house for Naimisharanya Theertha. 


One who dies in Naimisharanya does not face any problem. 


Performing Pithru Sraaddha (Pinda daana) at Naimisharanya 
kshethra is highly meritorious that gives Pithrus Uttamaloka 
praapti; 


Giving Daana at Namisharanya kshethra during ChaturMaasa 
especially during Aashaada/Karthika months gives satisfaction 
to Pithrus for Kalpaparyanta. 


This is a Punyadaayak as well as a Muktidayak Kshetra; 


One who listens Vishnu Charithra at least for one/two days at 
this holy kshethra secures a place in Vaikunta. 


On residing in this Theertha for a month and offering Jala 
arghya, people get the benefit of performing Yagna. 


> What can be done at Naimisharanya Kshethra? 
Taking bath in holy river Gomati and Chakra Theertha; 
Performing Pithru Kaarya (Pinda Daana/Thila Tharapana); 


Paaraayana/Manana/Sravana of sacred scripts like SriMad 
Bhagavatha Purana, Bhagawadgita, Sri Vishnu Sahasranama 
Stothra etc. at VyasaGaddhi; 


Performing Sri Sathyanarayana Vratha/Pooja; 
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Giving Daana like Gau-Daana, Vruksha Daana, Sayya Daana, 
Vastra Daana etc. 


Naimisharanya is located in the state of Uttar Pradesh about 90 
km from its capital Lucknow in the district of Sitapur. 


Today this place is known as NIMSAR; 


Holy Places to be seen at Naimishaaranya (list not 
exhaustive) 


> Chakra Theertha 

Lalitha Devi Temple; 

Vyasa Gaddhi/Vyasa Vatika/Vyasa Dham; 
Manu - Satarupa Tapasthala; 

Hanuman Garhi; 

Gomathi River; 

Lord Venkateswara Temple (recent origin) 
Suta Gaddhi; 

> Sri Narada Temple; 


"naimishe~nimishkshetre - afausrffsaa" 


(a verse from SriMadBhagavatha Purana 1.1.4) refers to 
NAiMiSHaAARANYA the sacred abode of Lord Vishnu who is also 
known as ANiMiSHA (Nimisho-a-nimishah - Sri Vishnu 
Sahasranama Stothram) the one who is ever awake, ever alert, 
and ever vigilant; the one who keeps a continuous vigil on his 
devotees. 


VV V VV VV 


!!GuruH-gurutamo dhaamaH satyaH-satya-parakramaH 
Nimishho-animishhaH sragvee vaachaspatir-udaaradeeh!! 


Naimisharanya is popularly known as Neemsar, Naimisha. 
Naimishe’-animish-kshetre meaning Naimish is the abode of 
Lord Vishnu called by his name Animish. Following sloka of Sri 
Vishnu) Sahasranama (sloka-23) describes Lord Vishnu as 
Animisha, meaning the one who is ever awake, ever alert, and 
ever vigilant. He is the wisest of all. 
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UTTAR PRADESH TOURISM 


CHAKRATIRTH, NAIMISHARANYA 


Naimisharanya has a parikrama (circumambulation) path of 16 
km, in which all the sacred places in India are believed to be 
located. In every ancient literary composition (Grantha) - 
starting from SriMadbhagvat to the present age of Sri Ram 
Charita Manas, the site- Naimisharanya has been mentioned 
and described in each one of them. 
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Additional notes on Naimisharanya... 


The rich mythology of Naimisharanya is believed to have 
existed with the onset of the universe. The truth and 
significance of this sacred place was revealed to the saints and 
sages of that period and this divine knowledge got percolated 
down through successive generations. 


It is believed that Naimisharanya existed in Sathya Yuga and 
the first ever pilgrimage site to be laid out on earth. 


It is said to be the eighth Aranya and Astama Vaikunta. 33 
crores devathas, 32 crore shrines, 88000 sages reside always 
here. Therefore, it is considered as a pious land where every 
deed performed receives fruitful results. This land has eternal 
meaning and its might is beyond the explanation in any 
possible words. 


In the sacred and religious domain of Naimisharanya, there are 
several sites of mythological importance that display the might 
of the “Almighty”. Every place has some significance that 
teaches the human race, some lessons to lead a prosperous life 
with strong belief in God. The Bhagavath Purana says that 
there is no holy place on earth that compares to this one. 


There are several stories about Naimisharanya. It is the place 
where Lord Maha Vishnu killed a demon by name Durjaya and 
his followers with his Sudarshana Chakra. It is also said that 
when Lord Maha Vishnu killed the demon Gayasura with his 
Sudarshana Chakra his body was cut into three parts that fell 
at three places namely Paada Gaya (Gaya Kshetra in Bihar), 
Naabhi Gaya in Naimisharanya and Kapali Gaya in Badari 
Kshetra. Hence Naimisharanya is also called Nabhi Gaya 
Kshetra. 
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Brief about Gaya... 


Gaya Kshetra is an ancient Hindu pilgrimage centre located on 
the banks of river Phalgu in the state of Bihar about 100km 
from its capital Patna which was known as Pataliputra in 
historic days. The name Gaya is derived from the demon king 
called Gayasura who by his arduous austerity pleased the gods 
and received the blessing that the spirit of all the divinities 
would reside in his body. The place Gaya is known to give 
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mukthi (salvation) to the departed souls where Lord Maha 
Vishnu himself is the presiding deity dwelling in the name of 
Gaya Gadhadhara. 


Since time immemorial it is regarded as the most sacred and 
celestial place dedicated for performing Pinda Daana to the 
ancestors and forefathers where its significance has been 
scripted in many puranas. The place is also famously known as 
Bodh Gaya where Lord Buddha is said to have attained 
enlightenment thus becoming one of the most sacred Buddhist 
pilgrim centers also that attracts tourists from all over the 
world mostly from Buddhist countries. 


As per Vayu Purana and Narada Purana the five hills marking 
the territory of Gaya Kshetra are Pretashila (north west), 
Ramashila (north east), Prabhas across the Phalgu river (east), 
Brahmayoni (south east), and Griddhrakuta (south west). 
Climbing up the hills for rituals is like following a ladder passing 
by a bridge to reach the celestial world. 


One of the three most important places in Gaya mentioned 
during the Vedic period is Samarohana literally meaning a 
retreat to the celestial world that is interpreted as Prethashila. 
It is said that Gayasura’s body has become the landscape of 
Gaya Kshetra. 


The literal meaning of Gaya “let us go to another place” refers 
to coming into contact with the other realm in which we are 
living. It symbolizes a destination linking this world of 
humanity with the world of divinity the realm of ancestors. 


As per one of the most authoritative Sanskrit text on 
pilgrimage and sacred places “Tristhalisetu” Gaya is said to be 
the eastern most of the three pillars of the bridge to the realm 
of the soul the other two are Varanasi and Prayaga (Allahabad) 
both along the banks of river Ganga. 
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Pouranic significance of Gaya Theertha... 


The greatness of Gaya is said to have been described in many 
Puranas like Vayu Purana, Garuda Purana, Kurma Purana, 
Padma Purana, Varaha Purana, besides in Ramayana and Maha 
Bharatha. Most elaborate mythology of Gaya is said to have 
been mentioned in Gaya Mahatmya a part of Vayu Purana. It is 
said that all the sacred spots and holy images of the world are 
manifested in the holy territory of Gaya. 


It is said that as per Vayu Purana, liberation (Mukthi) of the 
soul is achieved by acquiring the Supreme knowledge (Brahma 
Gnana), by performing sacred rituals at Gaya, by dying in the 
act of protecting a cow, or by passing a simple life at 
Kurukshetra. However, performing ancestral rites at Gaya is 
said to be the most beneficial one which has been supported by 
many other puranas. 


As per Garuda Purana it is said that the importance of 
performing shraaddha rituals at Gaya can be gauged by the 
fact that a person becomes liberated from Pitru Rina (debts 
towards one’s father) once he touches the sacrosanct soil of 
Gaya. The reason being that Lord Maha Vishnu himself dwells 
there in the form of Pitru Devatha and by his divine glimpse a 
man is freed of all his three debts. 


As per Kurma Purana it is said that all forefathers appreciate a 
pilgrimage to Gaya by their successors. Once Pinda daana is 
performed one achieves salvation and becomes free of rebirth. 
If one visits Gaya even once and offers Pinda daana the 
forefathers becomes free from hell and other dreadful 
destinations and achieve salvation. 


Reference to Gaya is said to be available in Mahabharatha with 
respect to the Pretashila where, it is described as an Altar 
where one gets released even from the sin committed by killing 
a Brahman (Brahmahatya) 
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Holy Places at Gaya 
Phalgu River 


It is said that Agni Purana has explained the river Phalgu as a 
combination of Phala (merit) + Gau (wish fulfilling cow) and its 
etymology implies that the river manifests the highest power of 
piousness added with merit. It is said that as per Vayu Purana 
the river Phalgu is considered to be superior to the river 
Ganges since it is the liquid form of Lord Vishnu whereas 
Ganges has originated from the foot of Lord Vishnu. Two 
streams Lilajan (Niranjara) and Mohana originating from a hill 
called Korambe Pahar about 75km south of Gaya meet 
together to form the river Phalgu at Gaya. It is a tributary of 
river Ganges and most of the time it is said to remain dry due 
to a curse given by Goddess Sita Devi. 


The river is also referred to as Gupta Ganga because most of 
the year its bed usually appears dry but if you scoop with your 
hand you will at once come to clear water. There are several 
ghats on the banks of river Phalgu out of which presently 
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eleven ghats along the west bank are used for rituals, bathing 
and ancestral rites. Devotees visit to take sacred bath in the 
river Phalgu and perform sacred rituals on special occasions 
like Karthika Pournima (October-November), Solar Eclipse, 
Pitru Paksha. It is said that the water in the river acts as a 
healer that drive away and cure all illness. 


Vishnu Pada Temple (Foot print of Lord Vishnu) 


This is one of the greatest and the most sacred temples 
dedicated to Lord Maha Vishnu and also the most sacred site 
for performing sacred rites to the ancestors (departed souls). 
Lord Maha Vishnu’s foot print stamped on a solid rock called 
Dharmashila is the object of worship here. 


The foot print is said to be 16 inches long and 6 inches wide 
with the lotus foot of the Lord in an octagonal basin is the 
central point of attraction in the temple. The foot print marks 
the acts of Lord Vishnu subduing the demon Gayasura by 
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placing his foot on his chest. Vishnu Paada in the centre of the 
Vishnupada temple is regarded as the meeting point of heaven, 
earth and hell. 


Akshayavata (Imperishable Banyan Tree) 


It is said that as per Mythology at the time of deluge (Pralaya) 
when the entire earth got submerged into water Lord Maha 
Vishnu slept on the leaf of Banyan Tree in the form of a child. 
Lord Maha Vishnu is also called by name Vatapathra Sai. This 
banyan tree is said to be in existence since time immemorial, 
undecaying and perpetual. Symbolized as a link between earth 
and heaven where ancestral rites are performed as a part of 
Gaya Shraaddha. 
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Generally, once in a year every banyan tree releases all its 
leaves, but it is said that this Akshayavat tree does not release 
its leaves at all and remain green always even in draught 
condition. It is said that the tree has existed since Thretha 
Yuga when Sitadevi gave a boon that the tree would remain 
immortal. It is located in the courtyard of Vishnupada temple. 


Mangala Gouri Temple: 


Known to be one of the Shakthi Peetas (Ashtadasa) it is a 
temple dedicated to Goddess Shakthi where she is worshipped 
as a Goddess of benevolence. The temple is marked by two 
rounded stones that symbolize the breasts of the mythological 
Goddess Sathi. It is believed to be the place where one of the 
body parts (breast) of the Goddess Sathi had fallen when Lord 
Shiva was carrying her body. She is worshipped as a symbol of 


25 


nourishment. The temple facing east is on the top of the hill 
called Mangala Gouri Hill. 
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Prapithamaheswara Temple 


This is an ancient temple of Lord Shiva called 
Prapithamaheswara who is said to be a witness deity for the 
performance of sacred rites to ancestors at Gaya. Its reference 
is said to have been mentioned in Agni Purana. It is an east 
facing temple adjacent to two hills called Brahmayoni and 
Vasmakuta. 


Dhakshinaarka Temple (Sun Temple) 


It is an ancient temple dedicated to Sun God facing east, where 
ancestral rites are also performed at the Surya Kunda in front 
of the temple. It is close to Vishnu Paada Temple. Large 
number of devotees visit the Sun related sites in Gaya during 
the months of Chaitra and Karthika corresponding to March- 
April and October-November months in a year. It is said that 
Chhath festival (worship of Sun God as the Mother) is a popular 
festival celebrated in Bihar. It is believed that as per 
Mahabharatha worship of Sun God is described as a fasting 
ritual and the tradition has been maintained since then. 
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Prethashila 


Prethashila, the hill of the ghosts is one of the three symbolic 
primal objects of nature at Gaya. It is lying at a distance of 
about 8km to the north east of Vishnupada temple where the 
sacred rites are required to be performed first before even 
visiting the temple. It is said as per Mahabharatha that by 
performing rituals at this site one can get released even from 
the sin of killing a Brahman (Brahmahatya dosha). It is said 
that Vayu Purana mentions that one has to offer Pindas to 
ancestors on its summit, take a holy bath in the Brahma Kunda 
at the foot of the hill and offer its water to the divinities. It is 
believed that Lord Brahma had performed Ashwamedha Yaga 
at this place. 


Bodhgaya 


Located about 15 km from Gaya town, Bodh Gaya is one of the 
most sacred and well visited Buddhist pilgrim centers of India. 
This place is dedicated to Buddha considered and believed in 
Hindu religion as the 9th Avathara (incarnation) of Lord Vishnu 
in the list of Dasaavathara. This is the place where Buddha is 
said to have attained enlightenment sitting under the Bodhi 
Tree. 
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There is an ancient temple of Buddha believed to have been 
raised by the Emperor Ashoka called Mahabodhi temple 
dedicated to Buddha. It has a gilded image of Buddha and the 
height of the temple’s main tower is 150 ft. It is a famous 
world heritage site. Vajrasana platform where Buddha 
performed his penance is located below the Bodhi Tree and this 
spot is said to be as the centre of the Universe. 
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The spots where Buddha spent seven weeks have seven 
shrines built by devout Buddhists representing several 
countries. Millions of people visit Bodhgaya from all over the 
world. Surrounding places near Bodhgaya like Nalanda, 
Pataliputhra (Patna), Vaishali, and Rajgir are also popular 
Buddhist sites which are treated as the centers of knowledge 
for the ancient world. 


Other holy Places at Gaya: 

Ramshila, Sita Kund (Rama Gaya), Brahmayoni, Uttar Manas. 
Theertha Vidhi at Gaya Kshethra 
(Significance of Gaya Sraaddha) 


It is said that Vayu Purana prescribes elaborately the forms of 
ancestral rites to be performed at Gaya Kshetra. Entire 
territory of Gaya is said to be very sacred and holy for 
performing ancestral rites due to the boon received by the 
demon Gayasura lying down on the banks of river Phalgu on 
whose body the trinity of Gods Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara 
had performed sacrifices. It is believed that it was Lord Brahma 
who first performed the Pinda Daan ceremony at Gaya and the 
tradition has continued since then. 


The entire area stretching from the foothills of Vishnu Mountain 
to Uttar Manas where the river Phalgu flows is considered 
extremely holy. Offering Pinda daana at this place helps the 
ancestors to attain salvation. There are many other holy places 
capable of providing undiminished virtues to the ancestors but 
the one at Gaya on the banks of river Phalgu is capable of 
liberating twenty generations of a man. 


Entire region of Gaya is considered sacrosanct and performing 
rituals and offering Pinda daan to ancestors at any place within 
the territory of Gaya helps the departed soul of the ancestors 
attain to Brahmaloka. Offering Pinda Daan at Akshayavat would 
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not only liberate all his ancestors but also the coming 
generations from the bondage of Earth. 


It is said that one should desire for more sons so that even if 
one of them goes to Gaya and offer Pinda Daan his ancestors 
would attain full and final satisfaction and attain salvation. 


Religious scripts suggest that the sacred rites are required to 
be performed for seven days at different holy centers in Gaya 
starting at Prethashila and concluding at Akshaya Vat. But due 
to obvious reasons majority of the pilgrims are visiting this 
place to complete the rituals within a day, thereby performing 
only at three or four places mostly at the banks of river Phalgu, 
at the Vishnu Pada Temple, and at Akshayavat. 


Though the sacred texts mention the presence of hundreds of 
sites at Gaya for performing the rites, at present there are only 
45 vedis where sacred rites are performed out of which only 12 
sacred sites are commonly visited by the sacrificers. It is also 
said that most of the ancient sites are now in ruins and some of 
them have already lost their identity. It is said that as pera 
survey less than 10% of the people visiting Gaya perform 
ancestral rites at all the 12 places whereas the majority visit 
only three places. 


After performing sacred rites at the banks of river Phalgu the 
Pindas (rice balls) are offered to the Cow (Gau); at Vishnu Pada 
temple the Pindas are dropped on the Lotus foot of Lord Maha 
Vishnu; and at Akshayavat they are dropped at the roots of the 
Banyan tree. 


There is also a custom and tradition of asking Gaya Brahmins if 
they are satisfied after performing the ceremony at 
Akshayavat. According to the legend Brahmins at Gaya do not 
get satisfied easily and it is only an attempt to make them 
satisfy by asking them symbolically. As per the legend it is due 
to a curse given by Goddess Sita Devi. 
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After cermonies are over charity is given to Brahmins at Gaya 
in the form of Hiranya Danam (in cash). Of course charity can 
also be given in kind if one is prepared in advance like Rice, 
Ghee, Jaggery, Honey, Grandha (Book), Vasthra, Paada Raksha 
(Chappals), Umbrella, Hand Stick, Fan, Sayya (Bedding), Phala 
(Fruits), Bell (Ghanta), Paathra (brass/silver vessel), Asana 
(Mat), Nava Dhanya which are called shodasa Danas. The best 
is Anna Daana, feeding Brahmins. It is said and believed that 
feeding one brahmin at Gaya brings the same virtue what one 
would get by feeding one crore Brahmins elsewhere. 


After performing ceremony under the Banyan tree, one is 
required to shed for rest of the life at least three food items 
one sweet, one fruit and one vegetable (besides eating in the 
leaf of Banyan Tree). The Logic and philosophy is to only get 
detached from materialistic things to begin with the food items. 


One of the maxims of theertha vidhi prohibits from fasting and 
getting one’s head tonsured at Gaya. Similar prohibition is also 
mentioned for other places like Badrinath, Kurukshetra, 
Jagannathpuri (Puri). There is no time restriction on the 
performance of shraddha rituals at Gaya and they can be 
performed at any time. 


Pinda Daana is the most important vidhi to be followed at Gaya 
Kshetra. The moment one reaches Gaya one should 
immediately offer Pinda Daana and then only visit the temple 
of Gadhadhara (Vishnu). Gaya is a place where Vedic rites are 
performed not only for forefathers but also for any one (a 
friend, an acquaintance) irrespective of the caste, religion or 
community. 


Facilities at Gaya for performing rites 


Some of the religious mutts, theertha purohits hailing from 
Gaya as well as from other parts of the country (especially 
south India) provide guidance and offer facilities to the pilgrims 
for performing ancestral rites. 
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One such venue where facilities are available (stay, food, 
guide, and Purohit) is at Karnataka Bhavan, Ram Sager, Nai 
Sadak Road, Near Panch Mahalla, Gaya - 823001. 


How to reach Gaya? 


Gaya town is well connected to the rest of India and the world 
by rail and road and airways. 


Rail: Gaya is the second most important railway junction in the 
state of Bihar connected to all the four metro cities (Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, and Kolkatta). It is also directly connected to 
other important cities like, Patna, Varanasi, Allahabad, 
Lucknow, Kanpur, Nagpur, Puri (Orissa), Anmadabad etc. It is 
on the Delhi - Howrah main line. While coming from Delhi, 
Gaya will be after Kanpur, Allahabad and Varanasi. While 
coming from Kolkatta it will be after Patna. 


Road: Gaya is well connected by Road to all important major 
cities. 


Air: Gaya Airport is the only international airport in Bihar and 
Jharkhand taken together. It is an international airport 
connected to Colombo, Bangkok, Thailand, Singapore and 
Bhutan. Gaya airport is approx 20 km from Gaya and about 
5km from Bodh Gaya. 


GAYA MAHATMYA - GAYA LEGENDS 
Gaya Legends... 


Gaya Kshetra has acquired lot of prominence in Hindu 
philosophy and it is dedicated to Pitru Devathas. In many 
pouranic scripts we find its mention and reference. There are 
several legends related to Gaya Kshetra and its Mahatmya. 
Some of them are... 


Legend of Gayasura & Vishnu Paada 


Once upon a time there lived a demon King called Gayasura 
who was a staunch devotee of Lord Vishnu. Once he did a long 
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penance, when Lord Vishnu appeared before him Gayasura 
asked him to give a boon so that where he (Gayasura) lives 
would become the most sacred of all theerthas and also who 
ever see him or touch him will attain Mukthi (salvation) 
immediately. Boon was granted by Lord Vishnu accordingly. 
Because of the boon everybody started attaining Mukthi and 
this has intruded the jurisdiction of Lord Yama who rules the 
death. 


Then the Trinity Lords approached Gayasura in the guise of 
Brahmins and asked him for a holy place to perform a sacred 
Yagna by them. They proposed to perform the Yagna on the 
body of Gayasura since it was very sacred and celestial by 
virtue of the boon given by Lord Vishnu, proposal was accepted 
by Gayasura. Agreement was that Yagna would be held for 
seven days on the body of Gayasura during which time he was 
not supposed to get up, deviation of which Gayasura would 
have to face the death. 


Accordingly, Gayasura stretched and expanded his body, slept 
on the earth with his head in Gaya of Bihar (Siro Gaya), his 
Navel portion in Jajpur of Orissa (Nabhi Gaya) and his legs in 
Pithapuram of Andhra Pradesh (Paada Gaya). The yagna 
commenced and Gayasura was getting frustrated with the heat 
of sacred fire but was not moving his body. Six days have past 
and foreseeing the danger of Gayasura’s success of completing 
seven days, Lord Shiva took the form of a rooster and crowed 
at midnight. Assuming it as a wake up call in the morning 
Gayasura woke up and the Yagna got destroyed. Then the 
three Brahmins revealed their original form and Lord Vishnu 
told Gayasura that now he had to be killed and accordingly 
stepped his foot on the chest of Gayasura and subdued him. 


There is also another version “As Gayasura started getting 
disturbed the Deities kept a big stone called Dharmashila on 
the head of Gayasura and all of them stood on it. Besides they 
also requested Lord Vishnu to keep his foot on the stone so 
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that he would not get up. Accordingly, Lord Vishnu stepped on 
him with his foot and Gayasura started slowly succumbing to 
the pressure.” 


Before killing Lord Vishnu granted him Mukthi and gave him a 
boon that his body would become a sacrosanct place for 
performing sacred rites for departed souls and the place would 
get immortalized in his name. On request of Gayasura He (Lord 
Vishnu) also gave a boon that who ever perform ancestral rites 
at this place and offer Pindas on his body site their ancestors 
would get salvation besides the people performing the rites and 
touching the spot. There is also a belief that Lord Vishnu while 
answering one of Gayasura’s queries had said that the day 
Pindas stop falling on his body that day he can get up. But 
since then there is a continuous flow of Pindas falling at this 
spot and there is no stop to the rituals. 


It is the same foot print of Lord Vishnu with which Gayasura 
was suppressed that is being worshiped today and on which 
the sacred Pindas are being offered by the pilgrims after 
performing ancestral rites at this place. The place became 
famous as Gaya or Gayasirsha where all the Deities including 
the Trinity Lords reside always. 


Legend related to Dharmashila 


There was a sage by name Marichi who was son of Lord 
Brahma who got married to a person by name Dharmavratha. 
One day she was washing her husband Marichi’s feet after he 
returned from forest. At that time Lord Brahma appeared there 
suddenly. Dharmavratha was in a fix as to whom to attend 
first. Finally, she decided to attend to Brahma first. This action 
angered sage Marichi and he cursed her of becoming a stone. 
Dharmavratha got very much disturbed with her husband’s 
action and started praying Lord Vishnu who appeared in front 
of her. Dnarmavratha requested Lord Vishnu to reverse the 
curse given by her husband. 
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Since Marichi was a very powerful sage, Lord Vishnu told her 
that the curse cannot be reversed. Instead it would be 
converted into a boon by making the stone very sacred and 
celestial to all the Gods and also ensure that all the Gods reside 
in it. This was the same stone that was kept on the body of 
Gayasura when he was killed, on which Lord Vishnu had 
stepped with his foot. By the presence of all Deities in it the 
stone became very sacred and celestial to be known as 
Dharmashila. It is said that even a touch of this Dharmashila at 
Gaya Kshetra in Vishnupada Temple would result in salvation. 


Gaya Mahatmya (Legends) 
(Significance of ancestral rites at Gaya) 


In olden times there lived a sage by name Dhaibhya who once 
went to Gaya Kshethra and performed sacred rites (Pinda 
Pradhana) to his forefathers with utmost devotion and after 
that started doing penance at this place. One day while he was 
doing penance a cosmic plane appeared before him and a 
divine person got down from it and asked him why was he 
doing this penance? Then the sage Dhaibhya in reply asked the 
cosmic person to disclose his details. 


The cosmic person told the sage that he was the Brahma 
Manasa Puthra and brother of Rudra called Sanathkumara who 
lives in one of the urdhva lokas (Jano loka). He further said, O’ 
Sage “you have performed Pinda Pradhana at Gaya Kshetra 
with the result the entire Brahma Vamsa got the benefit and I 
have come here to bless you and show my affinity towards 
you.” On further questioning by sage as to how his action had 
benefited, Sanathkumara started narrating an incident related 
to Gaya Mahatmya. 


In olden times there lived a king called Vishala who was a 
highly spiritual and religious minded person ruling his kingdom 
in Dharma Marga. His only shortfall was lack of children. On 
being advised by his purohits the king went to Gaya Kshetra 
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and performed sacred rites to his forefathers (Pinda Dana, Thila 
Tharpana etc.). While doing so there appeared three persons in 
the sky who were in three different colours (white, red and 
black) and they started glaring at the King with love and 
affection. 


On being asked the white coloured person started telling that, 
“he was his father, the red coloured person was his grand 
father who had committed lot of sins while he was alive and 
the black coloured person was his great grand father who also 
had committed similar worst sins during his life time. Due to 
this they were suffering in the Hell. Because of good deeds 
done, I have (white coloured person) acquired the heavenly 
status.” Now, due to your visit to the Gaya Kshetra and 
performing sacred rites (Pinda daana) your grand father and 
great grand father have been released from the hell and have 
joined me in the heaven. Thus you are responsible for the 
liberation of your forefathers from the hell by performing Pinda 
Pradhana and Tharpana at Gaya Kshetra. Now we are happily 
going to Pitru Loka and have come here to see you and bless 
you. 


After this incident the king Vishala returned to his kingdom and 
soon was blessed with a son. Hence, this place (Gaya) has 
acquired lot of significance and Lord Vishnu holding mace 
(Gadhadhara) in his hand is residing here. Thus spoke 
Sanathkumara to the sage Dhaibhya and disappeared. 


Goddess Sita Devi's curse to Phalgu River: 


The story goes like this. During the Ramayana Lord Sri Rama 
along with his consort Sita Devi and his brother Lakshmana 
visited Gaya Kshetra for performing sacred rites to his 
forefathers (Dasaratha and others). While the brothers were 
taking bath Sita Devi was sitting on the banks of the river and 
playing with sand. Suddenly Dasaratha (father of Sri Rama) 
appeared out of the sand and asked Sita Devi to offer Pinda. 
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While Sita Devi asked him to wait till his sons come back and 
offer Pinda in traditional way, Dasaratha was not prepared to 
wait. Instead he asked Sita Devi to offer him the Pinda made 
up of sand that was in her hand. With no other option available 
Sita Devi offered Dasaratha the Pinda made up of Sand with 
five witnesses to her action. The witnesses were Phalgu River, 
Akshaya Vatam, a Bramhin, a Cow and a Thulasi Plant. 


In those days, ancestors were arriving personally to collect 
their share of sacred rites. When Sri Rama returned and 
started the rituals his father Dasaratha did not appear and he 
wondered as to why. Sita then told him as to what has 
happened and when Sri Rama did not believe she asked the 
witnesses to tell the truth. None but the Akshaya Vat told the 
truth to Sri Rama. In her anger Sita Devi cursed the other four 
to the effect that the river Phalgu henceforth would not have 
water at Gaya, the Cow would no longer be worshiped from the 
front, there would be no Thulasi Plants in Gaya and Gaya 
Brahmins would never get satisfied and would always crave for 
more and more. Since Akshayavata revealed the truth Sita 
Devi blessed her that thenceforth who ever comes to Gaya for 
performing sacred rites would perform the Pinda Pradanam at 
the site of Akshaya Vata also. 


Other stories related to Gaya... 


It is said that when demon Gayasura was killed by Lord Vishnu 
the body was cut into three parts out of which the upper 
portion had fallen at Gaya (Bihar) called Siro Gaya or Seersha 
Gaya, the middle portion had fallen at Jajpur (Orissa) called 
Nabhi Gaya and the bottom portion had fallen at Pithapuram 
(Andhra Pradesh) called Paada Gaya. As per another script the 
three places are Siro Gaya (Kapali Gaya) at Badrinath, Nabhi 
Gaya at Naimisharanya and the Paada Gaya at Gaya (near 
Patna in Bihar). 
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It is said that as per sacred scripts, there are five Gaya 
Kshetras. They are Pithru Gaya (Siro Gaya) at Gaya (Bihar) on 
the banks of river Phalgu, Mathru Gaya at Siddhpur (Gujarat), 
Nabhi Gaya at Jajpur (Orissa) on the banks of Vaitharani river, 
Paada Gaya at Pithapuram (Andhra Pradesh) and Kapali Gaya 
at Badrinath. It is said and believed that Lord Parashurama 
(dynamic incarnation of Lord Vishnu) had performed Pinda 
daan to his mother at Siddhpur (Mathru Gaya) in Gujarat. 


Conclusion... 


Gaya is one of the great places of pilgrimage in India and has 
attained special sanctity among the Hindus and Hindu religion 
who strongly believe that it is incumbent on every Hindu to 
visit Gaya and make offerings to the departed souls of his 
ancestors. Pouranically described as the last among the three 
pillars in the “Holy Bridge to the Heaven” and praised as the 
most sacred place for ancestral rituals, the city Gaya has 
existed since time immemorial with its traditions of ancestral 
rites. 


Vanamaali Gadee Shaarngi Shanki Chakri Cha Nandaki 
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MATHRU GAYA KSHETHRA (Siddhpur) 


(Glory & Significance of Bindu Sarovara) 


What is the uniqueness & significance of SiddHpur that it 
is called MatHru Gaya? 


It is a pious place located on the banks of Vedic river 
Saraswathi and the sacred lake Bindu Sarovara. 


It is a sacred place where Sage Kardhama did severe penance 
for 10000 divine years and had darshan of Lord Vishnu. 


It is a holy place where Divine parents Sage Kardhama also 
known as Kardhama Prajapathi and his wife Devahuti lived and 
performed penance for several years. 


It is a place of adoration where Sage Sri KapilaAcharya also 
known as Kapila Bhagavantha a philosophical incarnation of 
Lord Vishnu was born to the Divine parents Sage Kardhama 
Prajapathi and Devahuti. 


It is a virtuous place where Sri Kapila Bhagavantha the founder 
and exponent of SaAnkhya Philosophy had preached Divine 
Knowledge to his Mother DevaHuti. 


It is a Divine place where DevaHuti attained SiddHi and 
Salvation and thenceforth the place came to be known as 
Siddhipada which in course of time referred to as SiddHpur. 


It is the place where Lord Sri Parashurama the dynamic 
avathara of Lord Vishnu, performed sacred rites to his Mother. 


In view of so much of holiness associated with the Divine 
Mother, the place popularly came to be known as MatHru Gaya, 
the SiddHi KsHetra the place which has given Siddhi and 
Salvation (Moksha) to a Mother. 


Hence, so much of significance lies behind performing sacred 
rites exclusively to a Mother at this place. It is one of the 
holiest places in North Gujarat to be visited by Hindus. 
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Sage Sri KapilaAcharya (Kapila Bhagavantha) 


Lord Vishnu had undertaken several incarnations out of which, 
Kapilaacharya also Known as Kapila Maha Muni or Kapila 
Bhagavantha was one of those incarnations. 


This incarnation took place during the Vedic period in Kruta 
Yuga also known as Sathya Yuga. He was born to Sage 


Kardhama and his wife Devahuti (daughter of Swayambhuva 
Manuvu). 
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It was a philosophic avathara meant for the purpose of giving 
Siddhi (Divine Knowledge) to his Mother. The Divine knowledge 
(Aatma Gnyana), the path of self realization preached by Sri 
Kapila Maha Muni to his Mother Devahuti is known as Saankhya 
philosophy. After inducting Divine knowledge to his Mother 
Sage Sri Kapilaacharya left his hermitage at Bindu Sarovara 
having fulfilled his mission. 


Sage Sri Kapila Maha Muni is indirectly responsible for the 
descending of the Holy river Ganges to the Earth due to a curse 
given by him to the sons of Sagara that eventually led to the 
severe penance performed by Bhageeratha for the descent of 
holy River Ganges. 


Kapila Theertham at the foothills of Tirumala Kshethra is also 
associated with Sage Sri Kapilaacharya and it is said that Sri 
Kapila Mahamuni lived at this place and performed penance. 


The holy lake formed at this place came to be known as Kapila 
Theertham. Pilgrims visiting Tirumala makes it a point to visit 
Kapila Theertham before visiting Tirumala temple. The place is 
also sanctified by the presence of Lord Shiva known here as Sri 
Kapileshwara. 


Sage KardHama & DevaHuti: 


Sage Kardhama was one of the greatest sages hailing from the 
early period of creation and was also known as Kardhama 
Prajapathi. He was Brahma Manasa Puthra (mind born son). He 
did severe penance for 10000 divine years on the banks of holy 
river Saraswathi and had darshan of Lord Vishnu. 


As per the Lord’s directions Sage Kardhama married Devahuti 
daughter of Swayambhuva Manuvu and Satharoopa Devi. The 
sage couple had initially nine female children and Sri Kapila 
Mahamuni was born as the 10th child. 
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After the birth of Sri Kapila Mahamuni and after getting his 
daughters married, Sage Kardhama left his hermitage on the 
banks of Bindu Sarovar for renunciation. 


After initiation into the Tatva Gnyana by his Divine son Sage 
Sri Kapila Mahamuni, Devahuti started practicing Saankhya 
Yoga and ultimately attained salvation on the banks of holy 
Lake Bindu Sarovar. 


Pouranic reference: 


SriMadBhagavatha Purana, Thrutheeya Skhanda (3rd Canto) 
has made an elaborate reference to Sage Sri Kapilaacharya, his 
parental lineage and his preachings to his Divine Mother. 


Lord Sri Krishna in Bhagavathgeetha (Vibhuthi Yoga) says that 
He is KapilaAcharya (SiddHaanaAm KaPilo MuNihi) among the 
Siddhas, a perfect Yogi with highly developed spiritual powers. 


Lord Sri Krishna preached Saankhya Yoga to Arjuna that is 
covered in the 2nd chapter of Bhagavathgeetha. Further Lord 
Sri Krishna also preached once again Saankhya Yoga before His 
niryana to his friend Uddhava that came to be known as 
Uddhava Geeta (11th canto of SriMad Bhagavatha Purana). 


We also find reference to Sri Kapila Muni in Sri Vishnu Sahasra 
Nama Sthothram sloka # 57 "Maharshi Kapilaacharya Kritagyo 
Medineepatih" 


Skhanda Purana has made a reference to Siddhpur as SreEsta 
Sthal the most pious place as it was known to be. Pandavas 
also had visited this place during their exile. 


BINDU SAROVARA 


Bindu Sarovara is glorified with the incarnation of Lord Vishnu 
as Sri Kapila Mahamuni on its banks, sanctified as the Tapo 
Bhoomi of Sage Kardhama Prajapathi, the holy place where 
Sage Sri Kapilaacharya (Lord Kapila) had preached Moksha 
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Gnaana (Saankhya philosophy) to His Mother and the celestial 
place where Devahuti attained salvation. 


Literally Bindu means a drop and Sarovara means a lake. It 
was known as a Lake of Drops (Bindu Sarovara) where the 
tears of Lord Vishnu are believed to have fallen in this lake. 


Bindu Sarovar is considered as holy as Triveni Sangam at 
Allahabad. There are three sacred water ponds around here 
known as Gnana Vapi, Alpa river and Bindu Sarovara. Generally 
we find people taking bath in Bindu Sarovara which is 
considered as highly meritorious before performing sacred 
rites; 


Along the shore of the Bindu Sarovara we find temples of 
Kapila Mahamuni (Kapila Bhagavantha), Sage Kardhama 
Prajapathi, Devahuti, where earlier existed their hermitages. 
We also find a temple of Gaya Gadhadhara in the same line. On 
the opposite side we find a temple of Lord Shiva and also other 
temples of Hindu Deities. 
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Known to be famous as Mathru Gaya Kshethra, Bindu Sarovara 
at Siddhpur (Gujarat) has acquired lot of religious and spiritual 
significance with Hindus from across the country visiting this 
place to perform sacred rites to their departed Mothers. 


It is the only place where sacred rites to a Mother (Mathru 
Sraaddha) is exclusively performed. 


Mathru Gaya famously known as Siddhpur (Bindu Sarovara) is 
located in the historical town of Siddhpur on the banks of Vedic 
river Saraswathi in the Patan district of North Gujarat on the 
Ahmadabad - Delhi route on the National Highway # 8B. 


It is located at a distance of about 115 km to the Northwest of 
Ahmadabad and 27 km to the east of its district head quarters 
Patan. 


How to reach Mathru Gaya? 
Road... 


Distance from Ahmadabad.... Siddhpur (115 km) Patan (140 
km) Modhera (119 km) Mehsana (70 km) 


Distance from Siddhpur to nearby places...Mehsana (45 km) 
Unjha (30 km) Patan (27 km) 


Siddhpur is well connected by road from all important major 
towns and cities of Gujarat. Regular bus services are available 
from Ahmadabad and Mehsana to Siddhpur. One can also reach 
Siddhpur by taxi/cab from Ahmadabad which is about two-hour 
journey. 


Rail... 


Siddhpur is on the railway map of India on the Anmadabad - 
New Delhi railway line connecting major cities and towns a 
journey of about 3 hours from Ahmadabad. 


Air...Nearest airport is Ahmadabad 120 km from Siddhpur 
which is well connected by air with all the major cities in India. 
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Siddhpur is known as the most sacred and celestial place in the 
hinterland of Vedic river Saraswathi in Gujarat state. It is said 
that people from surrounding places up to a distance of even 
100 km come to this place for performing funeral rites to the 
deceased as it is believed to be the KaAsi of Gujarat. 


For followers of Madhwa sampradaya there is Uttaradi Mutt 
within the vicinity of Bindu Sarovar where facilities are 
available for stay (dormitory) and for performance of sacred 
rites. 


PRAYAGA (Triveni Sangam) - THE THEERTHA RAJ 


Prayaga also known as Allahabad is a city in the State of Uttar 
Pradesh situated at the confluence of holy Ganges (Ganga) and 
Yamuna rivers. 


It is one of the four sites of Kumbha Mela; other three being 
Haridwar, Ujjain, and Nasik. 


It is a highly sacred and celestial place of importance since it is 
situated at the confluence (Sangam) of the holy rivers, Ganga, 
Yamuna and the invisible Saraswathi together called Triveni 
Sangam. In Sanskrit Veni means river and Triveni means three 
rivers, and hence the confluence of three rivers is known as 
Triveni Sangam. 


Pouranic significance of Prayaga 


Prayaga is called as Theertha Raj the king of all pilgrimage 
centers. Its sanctity has manifested by its reference in Puranas 
viz. Ramayana, Mahabharata etc. 


It is said that, Lord Brahma, chose a land on the earth to 
perform 'Prakrista Yaga’ at the beginning of creation and He 
referred to it as Theertha Raj or the 'King of all pilgrimage 
centers’ and that was Prayaga Kshethra. 
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As per Padma Purana, Prayaga is best among all the places of 
pilgrimage. 


The area of Prayaga is known as the land of Prajapathi and 
hence referred as Prajapathi Kshetra. 


Trinity lords Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwara are the presiding 
Deities of this region. 


It is also called as Aaryaavartha since Aryans are said to have 
settled here first. 


It is believed that all Devathas including Lord Vishnu along with 
Saptha Rishis eternally reside in Prayaga Kshethra. 


At Prayaga Kshethra, Lord Vishnu is worshiped with 12 
different names and forms known as > DwaAdasha MaAdhav... 


1. Vata Madhav, 
2. Akshaya Madhav, 
3. Moola Madhav, 
4. Shankha Madhav, 
5. Chakra Madhav, 
6. Gada Madhav, 
7. Padma Madhav, 

8. Ananta Madhav, 

9. Bindu Madhav, 

10. Manohar Madhav, 
11. Asi Madhav, and 
12. Veni Madhav. 
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Madhava means, 
one who is the consort of Goddess Lakshmi Devi, 
one who is the bestower and Lord of superior knowledge; 


the one who is propounder or the one who advocates or the 
one who promulgate the knowledge of the Supreme being 
(Himself); 


one who directs an individual towards performing of good 
deeds; attaining true knowledge; 
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Lord Sri Rama (along with his consort Sita Devi and brother 

Lakshmana) had spent some time in Prayaga kshethra at the 
Ashram of Sage Sri Bharadwaj before proceeding to near by 

Chitrakuta. 


Yudhishtira (Dharmaraja) on the advice of Sage Markandeya 
took sacred bath at the confluence of Triveni Sangam after 
Kurukshethra war. 


Prayaga has been known as the greatest pilgrimage since Rig- 
Veda era. The basic reason being the confluence of three of the 
holiest rivers in India, the Ganga, Yamuna and the invisible 
Saraswathi. 


HOLY PLACES AT PRAYAGA 


Sangam (Triveni Sangam) 


Sacred Sangam is the confluence of three of the holiest rivers 
Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati which is also called as the river 
of enlightenment. 


Prayaga is one of the four sacred spots where a few drops of 
the nectar 'Amritha" spilled while it was carried by Lord Vishnu 
during the episode of Ksheera Sagara Madhanam. Other three 
being Haridwar, Nasik and Ujjain. 
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These four places are called theerthas and considered holy by 
Hindus. Among them Triveni Sangam (Prayaga) is regarded as 
the holiest - Theertharaja. 


These three rivers (Ganga-Yamuna-Saraswati) maintain their 
identity and are visibly different as they merge. 


While Yamuna is deep but calm and greenish in colour; 
Ganga is shallow; but forceful and clear; 


Saraswati remains hidden, believe that she makes her 
presence felt underwater. 


Significance of Prayaga is widely known in the terrestrial and 
celestial universe. By bathing in the holy waters of Sangam one 
is ridden of all sins and gets all his desires fulfilled. If it is 
coinciding with Kumbh and other sacred days (Parvakaala) the 
results are manifold and more meritorious. 


Holy Sangam is the site for Annual Maagh Mela; Ardh Kumbha 
Mela; Kumbha Mela. Magha Mela is held every year between 
mid January and mid February. Maha Kumbh Mela attracts 
huge gatherings of pilgrims and tourists from all over the 
world. 
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Allahabad is world famous for Maha Kumbh Mela held once in 
12 years. More than 30 million people take part in the 
mammoth religious carnival which is supposed to be the largest 
gathering of people on the earth. 


Sangam is just 12 km away from Allahabad city railway station 
and can be reached easily by auto rickshaws that regularly ply 
on the route. 


When once you reach there you have to travel by boat to the 
Sangam spot for taking bath and also for performing Veni 
Daana. 


MaAgha Snaana at Prayaga (Triveni Sangam) gives 100 times 
of Ganga Snaana Phala 


Bharadwaj-Ashram 


Located in Colnelganj of the city near Anand Bhavan, it is the 
place where Lord Sri Rama is said to have visited along with 

Goddess Sita Devi and Lakshmana to seek blessings of Sage 

Bharadwaj. 


EORD RAMA HAD VISITED! 


ATHE FAMOUS"BHARDWAJ MUNI ASHRAIY 


WAEV SiTA AND BROTHER LAKSHMAN: 
‘DURING His EXILE” 
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Akshayavat 


It is an eternal tree that is indestructible. It is located inside 
the Quilla on the banks of the river Yamuna. It is said and 
believed that anyone who prays at this tree or dies under it 
attains salvation and its branches hang out into the Yamuna 
River. It is said that Lord Sri Rama spent a night near this tree 
while on His way to the wilds. 
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Veni Madhav Temple 


As said earlier there are 12 Madhav Deities at Prayaga 
Kshethra but, the Veni Madhav temple at Daraganj close to the 
Sangam is significant. 


It is a small temple with a small idol of Vishnu representing 
Veni Madhava and Lakshmi Devi. 


As per inscriptions on the walls of the temple it is said that Lord 
Vishnu came to this spot as Veni Madhava to kill a demon who 
was trying to possess (by drinking) the three great rivers after 
he was cured of a skin problem when he took a bath in their 
confluence at Sangam. 
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ALOPI DEVI MANDIR (MadhavEswari) 


“Prayage Madhaveswari” also known as Alopi Devi Mandir is 
located in Alopi bagh to the west of Daraganj considered as one 
of the Ashtadasa Shakti Peethas. It is a unique temple where 
its presiding deity is in the form of a small wooden Jhuula 
(swing) which is placed above a marble platform. 


Origin of the name Alopi (disappeared) lies in the Hindu belief 
that when various body parts of Goddess Sati Devi (chopped 
off by Lord Vishnu’s Sudarshana Chakra) fell at various places 
they were sanctified as holy places for pilgrimage called Shakti 
Peetaas. The last part fell at this location thereby named as 
"Alopi" (where disappearance was concluded) and the holiest of 
all. 


VENI DAANA AT TRIVENI SANGAM 


VENI means braid (woven) of hair. Veni Daana is performed at 
Triveni Sangam (Prayaga). 


This is a practice being followed by married women for the 
longevity of their husbands. Husband is supposed to comb and 
plait wife’s hair and after decorating it with flowers, the end of 
the plait is cut off and offered to the rivers at the confluence 
(Triveni Sangam) as a charity. 
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Normally hair floats on water but, at this place hair sinks 
straight to the bottom. Though hundreds of people offer their 
hair everyday, there is not a single strand of hair seen floating 
on the river. 


THEERTHA VIDHI at PRAYAGA (Triveni Sangam) 


For observing and following theertha vidhi at Prayaga there are 
number of theertha purohits available who also provide 
dormitory facilities. 


Majority are in the area of Daragunj which is nearer to the 
Sangam spot. Pilgrims can approach them according to their 
own sampradaya. 


How to reach Prayaga? 
By Rail: 


Allahabad is well connected by rail with several important cities 
viz. Calcutta, Delhi, Patna, Chennai, Mumbai, Gwalior, Kanpur, 
Varanasi etc. 


By Road: 


Allahabad is on the National Highways # 2 and 27. It is well 
connected to the rest of the country by road. 


What can be done at Prayaga? 

Sacred bath at Triveni Sangam 

Veni Daana 

Sacred rites to forefathers (Theertha Vidhi) 
Visit to holy temples 


Sri VaAdiraArajaru made a special mention of Prayaga kshethra 
in his magnum-opus TheErtha prAbHandha eulogizing the glory 
of Triveni-Sangam & Prayaga Madhava. 


He says, that a dip in the holy waters of Triveni-Sangam, will 
drive away the sins and one gets liberated from all miseries like 
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the ice which melts away by appearance of the Sun on the 
eastern sky. 


Eulogizing the glory of Lord Prayaga Madhava, Sri VaAdiraAjaru 
says... Hey, merciful and compassionate Lord Prayaga 
MaAdhava, please dwell in our hearts for always having your 
holy remembrance which will bestow upon us the merits of 
performing a Maha-YaAga; 


In the glory of MaAgha Snaana it is said that wherever may be 
the place of taking bath; one should always 
remember/recollect/recite Prayaaga and pray Lord Maadhava 
Prayaga A Prayaga A Prayaga A 


PURI - The Jagannatha Kshethra 
(JaganNatHa RatHa YathRa) 


It is also Known as one of the Char Dhaam, the four abodes of 
God in four directions viz... 


e Badari in the North, 

e Rameswaram in the South, 

e Puri Jagannath in the East and 
e Dwaraka in the West; 


Sacred place Puri is known as PurusHottama Kshethra 
dedicated to Lord Purushottama one of the popular 
names/attributes of Lord Vishnu. Pouranic reference to 
Purushottama kshethra is said to have been made in Skaanda 
Purana. 


Known earlier as NeElachala during Kruta Yuga, Lord Vishnu is 
believed to have manifested at this place revered as 
NeElaMadhava. Symbolically one can find a NeelaA Sudarshana 
chakra on the top of Sri Jagannath temple tower. 


In ancient times Lord was worshiped at this place as Neelaa 
Maadhava by Savara (tribal) king ViswaAvasu. 
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In commemoration and as per the customs of the temple, 
removal and re-installation of the main idols for the purpose of 
Ratha Yaatra is performed only by the descendants of the 
Savara tribal king and they are called as Daitas. 


Subsequently King Indradyumna constructed a temple for the 
deities which got destroyed in course of time. 
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Present gigantic temple was built in 12th century by 
Chodanganga Deva. 
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Main deities of the temple are Lord Jagannatha, Balabhadra 
(brother of Lord Sri Krishna), Subhadra (sister of Lord Sri 
Krishna) and Sudarshana (Chakra); It is the only temple where 
we find brothers and sister are worshiped as main deities on 
the same platform. 


Uniqueness of Puri Jagannatha temple is that, the idols of main 
deities are made up of Margosa tree wood and they appear 
with incomplete limbs; with large eyes without eyelids; 
indicating that Lord Jagannatha who is " Nimishho-Animishhah" 
the one who is ever awake, ever alert, and ever vigilant; the 
one who keeps a continuous vigil on his devotees. 


Lord Jagannatha is considered as none other than Lord 
SriManNarayana in wooden form (DaAru) and the shape is said 
to have been originally designed by Lord Brahma himself. Lord 
is also Known as DaAru Brahma. 


Brahmaadi Devathas are said to have performed Yagyna at this 
place as a result of which Lord Vishnu manifested from the sea 
in the form of a giant Tree (DaAru) the wood of which is 
shaped in the form of idols. 


It is the only temple where idols of the main deities are 
changed whenever there is occurrence of Adhika Aashaada 
Maasa. Old idols are buried and new idols are made and 
installed. This ritual is known as Navakalebarotsavam. 


Recent replacement took place in the year 2015 when it was 
Adhika Aashaada; 


Unlike normal temples, here at Puri Kshethra the idols are not 
given daily bath rather this ritual called SnaAnotsavam is held 
only once in a year on the full moon day (Jyeshta Sukla 
Pournami) during Jyeshta maasam which also coincides with 
JyeshtaAbhishekam at Tirumala Kshethra. 


Puri is a sanskrit word meaning the town or city and 
Jagannatha Puri is the place where Lord Jagannatha resides. 
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Sri VaAdirajaru visited Puri kshethra during his pilgrimage and 
eulogized Lord Jagannatha; we find a reference in Poorva- 
Prabdha of the script Thirtha-Prabandha; 


JaganNatha Ratha YathRa 
(niceties of world famous PURI Car festival) 


"ratHostham kesAvam dRistva pUnarjanma na vidyatE" 


Puri car festival known as "Jagannatha Ratha Yaathra" is held 
every year for ten days starting from 2nd day of bright 
fortnight (Dwiteeya) in the Hindu lunar month Aashaada that 
generally falls during June-July of every year. 


On the first day known as Gundicha Ratha Yaatra, idols of the 
Deities are taken in procession from Jagannath temple to 
Gundicha temple, where they are worshiped for ten days with 
all pooja and rituals. 


On the ninth day they are brought back and the return journey 
is known as Bahuda Yaatra and the chariots are parked outside 
only. 


On the tenth day the Deities are adorned with gold ornaments. 


On the twelfth day the idols are taken inside and reinstalled 
inside sanctum sanctorum. 


During Ratha Yathra, three deities Jagannatha, Balabhadra and 
Subhadra are taken out in procession mounted on separate 
chariots fully decorated and the distance covered by Ratha 
Yaathra is about 3 km. It is also known as Gundicha Ratha 
Yaatra. 


Gundicha was the name of Queen wife of King Indradyumna 
and the temple is believed to have been built by her and 
hence, the name Gundicha Ratha Yaatra. It is the place where 
Vedic rituals (Yagna) were conducted in ancient days called 
MahaaVedi that is known today as Gundicha mandir. 
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According to local legends Gundicha Ratha Yaatra is to 
commemorate the journey of Lord Sri Krishna and his brother 
Sri Balarama from Gokul to Mathura to kill his maternal uncle 
Kamsa. 


Every year new chariots are made for the car festival. The work 
of making the new chariots begins on the 3rd day of the bright 
fortnight in Hindu Lunar month Vaisaakha maasam on the day 
of Akshaya Trutheeya. 125 carpenters are involved in the 
construction of chariots supported by nine sculptors along with 
the main priest of the temple. 


Height of, 

> Lord Jagannath’s chariot is 45 ft with 16 wheels; 
> Balabhadra 44 ft with 14 wheels and 

> Subhadra 43 ft with 12 wheels. 


Chariot of, 

> Lord Jagannatha is known as Nandi Ghosha; 

> Balabhadra is known as Thaaladhwaja, and 

> Subhadra Devi is known as Darpadalana, also known as 


Padmadhwaja. 


Eight inches thick rope with 250 ft length is tied to each chariot 
for pulling it during Ratha Yaathra. 


It is a custom and tradition that during the car festival 
Maharaja of Puri sweeps the front yard of the chariots with a 
broom stick before commencement of Ratha Yaatra and the 
ritual is known as CheraPahara. Indicating that even the 
highest sovereign of the country is a servant before the God Sri 
‘Hari Sarvottama' 
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Area of Jagannath temple is 10 acres (48000 sq yards). There 
are about 30 temples around the main temple. 


Height of Sri Jagannath temple tower is 214 ft. and it is in the 
shape of a counch (Shankha). This place is also known as 
Shankha Kshethra. 


Custom of car festivals held in Hindu temples is not 
uncommon, but the one that is held at Puri Jagannath temple 
has a unique significance. More than a million people from 
across the world participate in the car festival, perhaps largest 
gathering for a carnival. 


It is believed that those who witness Lord Kesava seated on 
the Chariot during Rathotsavam will not be reborn; It is highly 
meritorious. 
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Temple kitchen has got capacity to cook for a lakh of devotees 
on a day. Mahaprasad is cooked only in earthen pots and the 
medium of cooking is fire wood only. 


Every day 56 items of various dishes are prepared and offered 
as Naivedya to Lord Jaganaath. 


Regarding kitchen of Jagannath temple, it is believed to be the 
largest in India. The food is prepared as per shastra. Even if a 
minor mistake occurs while cooking the prasad a fresh batch of 


In Sri Venkatesha Stothra (Brahmanda Purana) Lord 
Venkateswara is eulogized as... 


: 
J Dild kt IVdALSdldnh 


"SrusHtikarthaa JaganNaatho MaAdhavo B 


He is bHakTaVatsala - the one who is highly benevolent, 
affectionate, kind and loving towards His devotees. 
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VaAtsalyatva is one of the attributes of Lord Vishnu who is 
BhaktaVatsala; 


“SarVaM JaGanNathaMayaM” 


whatever is happening in the universe is leela of BhagaVaan 
Vishnu who is JaganNatha the supreme God of the Universe. 


Jagat + NaAtha = JaganNatha... 
the one who is the Lord of Universe, 
the one who is the ruler and protector of Universe, 


the one who is the owner, protector and controller of the 
Universe. 


He is none other than Lord Vishnu the Supreme Godhead... 


“SarVaM JaGanNathaMayaM” 


Dwaraka — The abode of Sri Krishna 
Introduction... 


Dwaraka is one of the most important and holy places of India 
situated on the western coast of the country on the banks of 
sacred river Gomati where it meets the Western Sea. It is 
located in the Sourashtra region of Gujarat state in Jamnagar 
District. 


It is in existence since Vedic and Pouranic days held in high 
esteem as one of the seven most sacred places called Sapta 
Puri in the Indian Sub-continent. 


The seven sacred places are Ayodhya, Mathura, Kasi, Kanchi, 
Avantika (Ujjain), Puri (Jagannathapuri), and Dwaraka. These 
seven places are said to be the most holy and religious places 
attached with great spiritual importance. 


It is also called as one of the Char-Dhaams, the four abodes of 
God in four directions viz. 
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e Badari in the North, 

e Rameswaram in the South, 

e Puri Jagannath in the East and 
e Dwaraka in the West. 


These are said to be the most revered sites for Hindus to be 
visited at least once in their life time. 


The word Dwaraka is a combination of two words Dwara + Ka 
= Dwaraka. Dwara means a gate/door/entrance and Ka 
represents Brahma the Supreme Being. Dwaraka means the 
gateway to Brahma —- the Supreme God, Hari SArvottama. 


Hence, Dwaraka is referred to as MuktiDhaam or Mokshapuri, 
the gateway to liberation of soul. 


Dwaraka is also called as Dwaravati or Dwarakavati. 


Reference to Dwaraka can be found in many Pouranic scripts 
like MahaBharata, SriMadBhagavata, Vishnu Purana, 
HariVamsa Purana, Skanda Purana etc... 


It is said that Brahma Manasa Puthras, Sanaka, Sananda, 
Sanatana, Sanatkumara did penance at this place for several 
thousands of years on the banks of the ocean worshipping Lord 
Vishnu. 


As a result of which the Supreme God Vishnu appeared and 
manifested at this place along with Sudarshana Chakra. Hence, 
the Lord at this place is called as Chakra Narayana and the 
entire area of pilgrimage is known as Chakra Theertha. 


River Ganges flowing here is referred to as Gomati and hence, 
Dwaraka is also referred to as Gomati Dwaraka. 


The river Gomati merges with the ocean (Arabian Sea) at this 
place and the point where the river merges with the ocean is 
known as Gomati Sangam and hence, the Lord at this place is 
also referred to as Sangam Narayana or Samudra Narayana. 
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There is a great significance for taking holy bath and 
performing sacred rites to forefathers at this Sangam point of 
sacred river Gomati as it will liberate one from the sins 
committed in the previous births and is regarded as the gate 
way to salvation. 


Ancestors belonging to three generations go to the abode of 
Vishnu and his accumulated sins of thousands of years get 
destroyed. 


Mere darshan of Gomati at Dwaraka destroys all the sins, 
which are committed by thoughts, words and deeds. 


It is said that during Dwapara Yuga, sage Durvasa came to this 
place to have Darshan of Lord Chakra Narayana, but, he was 
obstructed by the demons there. On praying, 


Lord Trivikrama came to the rescue of Sage Durvasa and 
hence, this place is also Known as Trivikrama Kshetra. 


It is also significantly holy place where prominent sages like 
Athri, Marichi, Durvasa and Angirasa etc... made it as their 
abode and performed sacred penance and austerities. 


Dwaraka is also called as Kushasthali the place where Kusa 
(Dharbha) fell on the earth; There is also another version of 
Kushasthali. 


It is said and believed that there used to live a demon called 
Kusha at this place which is known as Kushasthali and later 
Lord Sri Krishna killed him at this spot. 


Later on, during the end of Dwapara Yuga Lord Sri Krishna 
migrated to this place and made Dwaraka as his abode and 
capital of his kingdom. 


Mere thought of going on a pilgrimage to Dwaraka in a person’s 
mind is said to liberate his ancestors from their sins and hell. 
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Providing food to a person going on a pilgrimage to Dwaraka is 
said to give virtues similar to that of performing Sraaddha at 
Gaya. 


Giving Daana at Dwaraka or on the way to Dwaraka, 


listening to the divine stories or songs in praise of Lord Sri 
Krishna 


is highly meritorious and 


one will surely receive the blessings of Lord Sri Krishna known 
as Dwarakadheesh. 


Donation of Cow (Gau-Dana) on the banks of river Gomati at 
Dwaraka Kshethra yield highly meritorious results. 


> Gomati darshana, 

> Gomati Snaana, 

> Gau-daana; 

> Gopichandana and 

> Gopinatha (Lord Sri Krishna) darshana at Dwaraka 


is rare, sacred, celestial and highly meritorious. 


Sri VadiRajaru has made a specific reference to Dwaraka 
kshethra in Theertha Prabandha (Paschima Prabandha); 


Sri Krishna’s era in Dwaraka was considered as the Golden 
period and Dwaraka was called as the Golden city created by 
the Lord with the help of Viswakarma; 


Dwaraka was considered as the capital of Lord Sri Krishna’s 
kingdom from where He used to administer his government, 
while Bhet Dwaraka an island 35 km way from Dwaraka was 
considered as His residence where He used to live with all his 
Queens. 


With the return of Lord Sri Krishna to His original abode the 
legendary city of Dwaraka got submerged more than 5000 
years back. Though the original Dwarka is not present today it 
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is said to be the same land where the legendary Dwaraka 
existed. 


Dwaraka is surrounded by many other sacred and celestial 
places like Bhet Dwaraka, Nageshwar, Somnath etc... Sun set 
view at Dwaraka is worth seeing; 


HOW TO REACH DWARAKA? 


Rail 


DwarAka is on the rail map of India coming under the Western 
Railway, connecting major towns and cities across the country 
via Vadodara, Anmadabad, Surat, Rajkot and Jamnagar. It is 
on the Ahmadabad - Okha broad gauge railway line, about 137 
km from Jamnagar, 225 km from Rajkot and 471 km from 
Ahmadabad, 570 km from Vadodara. Some of the trains 
passing via Dwarka are also extended up to Okha the port town 
30 km away from Dwarka. 
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Dwaraka is on the state highway connected with major towns 
and cities of Gujarat by road. There are regular buses from 
Dwaraka to Veeraval/Somnath, Porbandar, Rajkot, Jamnagar, 
Junagadh, Ahmadabad, and Vadodara (Baroda). 
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Nearest airports connecting Dwaraka are Jamnagar (145 km) 
and Rajkot (225 km) with regular flights from Mumbai. 


Jagat Mandir (Temple of Dwarakadheesh - Sri Krishna) 


Located in the heart of the city approximately two kilometers 
from Dwarka railway station, Jagat Mandir is the seat of Lord 
Sri Krishna’s main temple at Dwaraka situated on the banks of 
river Gomati. 
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It was called as Trailokya Sundar Jagat Mandir, the temple of 
the Universe during Sri Krishna’s era. 


The presiding deity Lord Sri Krishna represents the four armed 
form (Chaturbhuja) of Lord Vishnu known as Trivikrama with 
Kounch, Disc, Mace and Lotus (Shanka, Chakra, Gada, Padma) 
in his four arms. 


Seated in the centre of the altar on a silver throne, the Deity is 
called as Dwarakadheesh (Ruler of Dwaraka) and also known 
as Ranchodrai. 


The 2.25 ft. height majestic, charming and fascinating idol of 
the Deity is black in colour with the sanctum sanctorum fully 
decorated. 


Originally the Dwarkadheesh temple is said to have been built 
by Vajranabha the great-grandson of Lord Sri Krishna more 
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than 2500 years back on the Hari Gruha the erstwhile palace of 
Lord Sri Krishna in Dwarka. 


It was in an umbrella shape initially. Since then temple 
structure has undergone many changes. Currently called as 
Jagat Mandir also known as Nija Mandir, the 16th century old 
structure of the main temple is a glorious one exquisitely 
carved with the temple tower reaching a height of 52 meters. 


Built in an area of approx 600 square meters the splendid Jagat 
Mandir situated on the banks of river Gomati at a height of 70 
feet above the sea level has two gigantic towers. 


One with a height of 170 feet which is seven storied called as 
Ladwa Shikar and the other with a height of 157 feet which is 
five storied called as Nija Shikar. 


The idol of Lord Dwarkadheesh is enshrined in the Nija Shikar 
in the Sabha Mantap supported by 60 pillars. Construction of 
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the chariot like temple is based on 72 exquisitely carved 
monolithic pillars built with granite and stone without any arch. 


The temple consists of a sanctum, vestibule and a rectangular 
hall with porches on three sides. A huge multi coloured 
majestic flag mounted on the top of the temple tower keeps 
flying always that can be seen from as far away as 10 km. The 
flag is made from 52 yards of cloth that is changed four times 
in a day. 


Till today natural disasters have not caused any damage to the 
temple even though it is situated on the coast of Arabian Sea 
at the banks of Gomati River. It is said that Pakistan Air Force 
had made an unsuccessful attempt to bombard this temple 
during 1965 war. 


The temple has two entrances. The main entrance (north 
entrance) is called “Moksha Dwar” (Door to Salvation) from 
where devotees enter the temple. 


Other one, the south entrance is called “Swarga Dwar” (Gate to 
Heaven) with 56 steps leading down to the river Gomati where 
pilgrims exit. 


In view of its national heritage the temple entry is fully secured 
with every one entering the temple required to pass through a 
security check. 


Jagat Mandir is known as Gomati Dwaraka that was the seat of 
Lord Sri Krishna's administration and Bhet Dwaraka was His 
palace where He used to reside along with His Queens. 


After Sri Krishna's niryaana > 5000 years back entire Dwaraka 
got submerged, while Bhet Dwarka is said to be the remains of 
the land of original city of Dwarka along with Jagat Mandir in 
Gomati Dwaraka that has been renovated over a period of 
time. 


The sea around Dwaraka is full of remains of sculptural and 
archeological significance and hence attracts scholars of 
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history, archeology equally. Lot of research and excavation has 
taken place around Bhet Dwarka and some of the remains 
found have been assumed to be of historical period. 


While most of Dwaraka is submerged in the Sea; places which 
are not submerged are Dwarakadheesh Temple (Jagat Mandir); 
Bhet Dwaraka; Rukmani Mandir; Nageshwar Temple 
(Nageshwar Mahadev); 


In the premises of Jagat Mandir, a temple of Kusheshwar 
Mahadev (Lord Shiva) near Moksha Dwar on the right side is 
located where Shiva-Linga is installed 20 ft below the ground. 
Devotees offer prayers to Kusheshwar Mahadev and then go 
for Darshan of Sri Krishna. 


Hoisting of flag on the temple top of DwarAkadheesh at 
DwarAka has a unique significance. Devotees of Dwarkadheesh 
attach special importance to offering Dhwaja to 
Dwarkadheesh's Jagat Mandir. 


This flag or Dhwaja is changed four times in a day and on 
Thursdays it is changed five times. Booking has to be made 
three months in advance for performing this ritual. 


52 yards of woven cloth is used for making the Dhwaja out of 
which fifty-two nos. of small flags are made and joined 
together to make a single flag. 


The 52yard flag waving from the summit of the temple can be 
seen from a great distance and people believe and consider a 
glance at it as a holy sight. 
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Holy Places of Dwarka (Outside Jagat Mandir) 


Gomati Sangam Ghat: 


Going out of the south gate of Jagat Mandir called Swarga 
Dwar, climbing down 56 steps, one can reach Gomati ghat 
where sacred river Gomati flows. At the request of great Sages 
the river Ganges descended from Heaven along with the sage 
Vasista and manifested at this place as Gomati. Moving further 
down to the right side, the river Gomati meets the ocean and 
the point of confluence is known as Gomati Sangam. This is the 
point where Lord Vishnu manifested along with his Sudarshana 
Chakra and gave darshan to Brahma Manasa Puthras. 


From Gomati Sangam 32mile area along the banks of river 
Gomati on either side is called as Chakratheertha where one 
can still find wheel marked white porous type stones called as 
Dwarkashila or Chakrankitha. To the extreme end of the 
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Sangam point across the Gomati Ghat on the right side one can 
find an imposing temple of Samudra Narayana. 


There are aS many as 12 Ghats across the sangam point which 
are renovated and made accessible to the pilgrims for taking 
bath as well as for performing sacred rites. Climbing down the 
steps from Swarga Dwar as you walk across these Ghats you 
will find number of small temples including that of Gomati Devi 
(the river Goddess). The temple of Jagat Mandir is located 
almost at the spot where Gomati meets the ocean. 


There is a great significance for taking holy bath and 
performing sacred rites to forefathers at this Sangam point of 
sacred river Gomati where Sri Krishna known to have taken 
bath several times. It is said that it will liberate one from the 
sins committed in the previous births and is regarded as the 
gate way to salvation. His ancestors belonging to three 
generations go to the abode of Vishnu and his accumulated 
sins of thousands of years get destroyed. Mere darshan of 
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Gomati at Dwarka destroys all the sins, which are committed 
by thoughts, words and deeds. 


PANCHANAD THEERTHA 


On the other side of river Gomati there is a place called 
Panchanad Theertha. Having heard about the arrival of Lord 
Vishnu at Dwarka, five prominent sages viz. Marichi, Athri, 
Angirasa, Pulah and Kratu came to Dwarka to have a darshan 
of Dwarkapuri. They established a _ pilgrimage known as 
Panchanad Theertha and on their invocation five rivers arrived 
at their location. 


Gomati (Sage Marichi); 
Laxmana (Sage Athri); 
Chandrabhaga (Sage Angirasa); 
Kushawati (sage Pulah) 
Jambavathi (sage Kratu) 
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Today these five rivers are resembled as five sweet water wells 
surrounded by sea water. Generally, on the sea shore we find 
water to be salty in taste, whereas, in Panchanad Theertha 
water from these wells taste sweet. This area is said to be the 
Tapo-Bhoomi of eminent sage Durvasa. 


There is also a temple of Lord Lakshmi Narayana mounted on 
his vehicle Garuda. Outside the temple we find a portrait of 
Sage Durvasa under a tree. It is said that whoever aspires for 
salvation should take a bath in these wells. Since it is not 
possible to take bath here, one can at least taste the water. 


Panchanad Theertha is also quoted as a reference to the visit of 
Pandavas to this place during Dwapara Yuga and five wells are 
called by their names. Water in each well differs in taste from 
that of the others. 


RUKMANI MANDIR 


Rukmani Devi considered as the prime queen (Patrani) of Lord 
Sri Krishna, doesn’t have an exclusive temple inside the Jagat 
Mandir. The temple is located 2 km away from Dwarka on the 
way to Bhet Dwarka. There is a myth associated with it. 


Once, Sri Krishna and Rukmani went to sage Durvasa to invite 
him to Dwarka. He agreed to it on a condition that they (Sri 
Krishna & Rukmani) have to pull the chariot carrying sage 
Durvasa. Sri Krishna & Rukmani happily agreed to do so. 


While driving the chariot, Rukmani became thirsty. She sought 
the help of Sri Krishna. In order to bail her out, Sri Krishna 
stopped the chariot and made water of Holy River Ganga by 
digging with his toe on the ground. Annoyed by her action Sage 
Durvasa cursed Rukmani to live apart from Shri Krishna. 


One should not make dosha chintana of this episode either 
Rukmani Devi who is saakshaat Maha Laksxmi or Sri Krishna 
who is none other than Hari Sarvottama Vishnu. It was only 
leela of Bhagawan Sri Krishna for Asura Mohana and sankalpa 
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of Bhagwanta to make true the words of His deovtee Durvasa 
Muni. In reality they are inseparable and always live togher and 
to be worshipped together. 
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They are LAKSHMI-NARAYANA the Supreme God & Goddess. 
They always live together; where Lakshmi is not present Sri 
Hari will not be there and where Sri Hari is not there Lakshmi 
does not stay. They are not separated even when they 
manifest as avatara's. This is explained in the Sri Vishnu 
Purana as follows... 


RaAghavatway-abavat Sita, Rukmini Krishna janmani ! 
Anyeshu chavatareshu Vishno-resha-yanapayinee !! 


Devatvey Deva-deheyam, Manushyatvey cha manushee ! 
Vishnor dehanu-roopam vai karoth yesha-yatmani tanum!! 


(Vishnu Purana, 1-9-144 &145) 

Goddess Lakshmi is forever united with Lord Vishnu. 
When He is Rama, She is Sita, 

when He is Krishna, she is Rukmini; 

when He is Varaha She is Bhoo-Devi; 

so on & so forth. 


Goddess Lakshmi takes a suitable form as per Lord's 
directions/will and adjusts herself according to the 
embodiments of Lord Vishnu. She (Goddess Lakshmi) cannot 
be without Lord Vishnu even for a fraction of a second. 


At the spot where this episode took place, Vishnu Padodhbhavi 
(Ganga) manifested as a spring through a Leela of Sri Krishna, 
a temple has come up, located 2 km away from Dwarka's Jagat 
Mandir. It is widely believed that the pilgrimage is incomplete if 
a devotee doesn't go and offer prayers at Rukmani Mandir even 
if he has worshiped the Sri Krishna at Dwarkadheesh temple. 
Temple is an architectural masterpiece. Temple walls are 
decorated with beautiful paintings depicting her pastimes with 
Sri Krishna. This temple is said to date back to the 12th 
century and is a holy place to be visited. 
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There is a_ beautiful marble idol of Rukmani Devi as 
Chaturbhuja holding Shanka Chakra, Gada and Padma in four 
hands indicating that she is none other than Goddess Sri Maha 
Lakshmi the consort of Lord SriManNarayana. 
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GOPI THALAV (GOPI TALLAVA) 


During His Childhood, Sri Krishna had played Rasa Leela many 
times with Gopikas (young female inhabitants of Brindavana). 
There is a myth that, after leaving Gokul Lord Sri Krishna never 
gone back to Brindavana, in spite of fervent appeals made by 
them. One day in order to provide them an opportunity to have 
his darshan, Lord Sri Krishna sent a message to Gokul through 
his close friend Uddhava. All the Gopis then followed Uddhava 
to Dwarka to have darshan of Lord Sri Krishna. After reaching 
Dwarka, the Gopis had darshan of Lord Sri Krishna on the 
banks of a Sarovar (lake) known as Maya Sarovar. After taking 
a bath in the Sarovar and playing Rasa Leela with Lord Sri 
Krishna once again, all the shackles of Gopis were shattered 
and the Maya got removed from their hearts. 


Gopis are very dear to Sri Krishna and He got another lake 
constructed at this place named after them and all the Gopis 
lived there and achieved salvation at the end. Hence, this lake 
became a sacred and holy place known as 'Gopi Talav'. 
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Taking bath in this lake and offering sacred rites to forefathers 
is considered to be highly meritorious. Sacred clay from Gopi- 
Tallava is yellow in colour and is extremely smooth. It is known 
as Gopi-Chandana and is used regularly by followers of Lord 
Vishnu (Sri Krishna) especially the followers of Madhwa 
philosophy to make thilak marks (Uurdhwapundra) on their 
bodies with its paste. Gopi-Thalav also called Gopi Tallava is 
located 20km to the north of Dwarka on the way to Bhet 
Dwarka. 


GLORY OF GOPI-CHANDANA 


According to Vaishnava tradition, gopi-chandana, or the sacred 
soil from Dwaraka is applied on the body in twelve places while 
reciting mantras to Lord Vishnu. This process purifies one's 
body, designating it as a temple of the Lord. Besides 
purification, the tilak also offers the wearer protection from 
ghosts, evil influences, bad dreams, accidents and many other 
things. It keeps one's mind calm and allows one to constantly 
remember Lord Sri Krishna. The sacred dust of Dwaraka is said 
to have touched the lotus feet of Sri Krishna's exclusive 
devotees and is worshipable even by Sri Krishna himself. 


Garga Samhita (Canto-6, Chapter 15) describes wonderful 
glories of the sacred mud known as gopi-chandana. 
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Text 15 


Simply by hearing about Gopi-bhumi, which is so named 
because the gopis resided there, one become free from the 
bondage of karma. 


Text 16 


In Gopi-bhumi gopi-chandana was manifested from the gopis' 
cosmetics. A person who marks with gopi-chandana tilaka 
attains the result of bathing in the Ganga. 


Text 17 


A person who daily wears gopi-chandana tilaka attains the 
pious result of daily bathing in all sacred rivers. 


Text 18 


A person who daily wears gopi-chandana tilaka attains the 
result of performing a thousand asvamedha-yajnas and a 
hundred rajasuya-yajnas. He attains the reusult of giving 
charity and following vows at all holy places. He attains the 
goal of life. Of this there is no doubt. 


Text 19 


Twice as sacred as the mud of the Ganga is the dust of 
Chitrakuta. Ten times more sacred than that is the dust of 
Panchavati-tirtha. Hundred times more sacred is the dust of 
gopi-chandana. Please know that gopi-chandana is equal to the 
dust of Dwaraka/Vrindavana. 


Text 21 


Even if in the past he has committed hundreds of sins, if a 
person wears gopi-chandana tilaka, then Yamaraja cannot take 
him away. How, then, can Yamaraja's messengers touch him? 


Text 42 A person who wears gopi-chandana tilaka attains 
salvation. Simply by seeing him one becomes free of the sin of 
killing a brahmana. 
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Mentioning about Gopi-Chandana in one of his SarvaMoola 
Granthas, Sri Krishnamrutha Maharnava, Sri Madhvacharya 
states... 


One who wears the Pancharatra symbols of gopIchandana 
paste on his body as service to Krishna, is, by that very fact, to 
be considered pure and in this matter there need be no second 
thought. 


Bhet Dwaraka 


While Gomati Dwarka was the seat of Lord Sri Krishna’s 
administration, Bhet Dwarka was His Palace where He used to 
reside along with his Queens. It is believed. to be the same 
place where Sudhama (Kuchela), Sri Krishna’s boyhood friend 
had met Him and gave "Bhet" (Gift) of "“Tandulam (Poha). 
Hence, it is called Bhet-Dwarka. 


Also Known as Shankhoddhara Theertha, it is said to be the 
place where Lord Vishnu slew the demon called Shankasura 
during MatysyaAvatara. It is also said to be the place where, 
Sri Krishna relieved a Bramhana sishya who was in the form of 
a Conch due to a curse for stealing his Guru’s Shanka. Hence, 
the name Shankoddhaara. 
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There is a temple of Dwarkadheesh similar to the one at 
Dwarka (Jagat Mandir). Only difference we find is that, in Bhet 
Dwarka the Lord is holding his Conch in an oblique position 
whereas in Jagat Mandir it is held in a vertical position. 
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Regular pooja/rituals are held in the temple on similar lines of 
Jagat Mandir. There is also a temple of Balarama next to 
Dwarkadheesh temple within the complex. There is a huge hall 
outside the temple said to have been the place where Lord Sri 
Krishna along with his consorts received and honoured 
Sudhama (Kuchela). There is big portrait depicting the picture 
of Lord Sri Krishna as said above. 


Before entering into the temple one has to go through the 
security check outside. Cameras and mobiles phones are not 
allowed inside the temple complex. 


It is said that, there are 20 Vishnu temples, 23 Shiva temples, 
14 Devi temples, and 9 Hanuman temples in and around Bhet 
Dwarka. Famous among them are, Neelakanta Mahadev, 
Dhingeshwar Mahadev, Shankh Narayan and Abhay Mata 
temples which are built on the old places during later part of 
18" Century. 
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Bhet Dwarka also has an old temple of ‘Matsyavtar’ of Lord 
Vishnu. All these temples are outside the main temple of 
Dwarkadheesh. Among Hanuman temples the one at Hanuman 
Dandi, five km away from Dwarkadheesh temple is worth 
mentioning. 


Bhet Dwarka is said to be the remains of the land borrowed 
from the God of Ocean to build the original city of Dwaraka that 
is believed to have submerged into the ocean after Sri 
Krishna’s Niryana. The sea around Dwarka is full of remains of 
sculptural and archeological significance and hence attracts 
scholars of history, archeology equally. 


Lot of research and excavation has taken place around Bhet 
Dwarka and some of the remains found have been assumed to 
be of historical period. From the excavations made at this place 
it is assumed that Bhet Dwarka was a port once upon a time 
and was destructed due to sea storms. It is said that a team of 
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archeologists lead by Prof. S.R. Rao have conducted series of 
search campaigns at this place. They are said to have 
unearthed some of the remains of a well-organized town 
assumed to have been Dwaraka of Sri Krishna’s era that got 
submerged. 


Bhet Dwarka is located 35 km to the north of Dwarka on an 
island in the middle of the Arabian Sea, next to the port town 
of Okha. From Okha port Bhet Dwarka is about 5 km distance 
by sea and it takes about twenty minutes by boat to reach this 
place. One has to necessarily cross the sea to reach Bhet 
Dwarka. Okha is well connected by both rail and road. 


After Sri Krishna's niryaana entire Dwaraka got submerged 
while, Bhet Dwarka is said to be the remains of the land of 
original city of Dwaraka along with Jagat Mandir in Gomati 
Dwaraka. 


On the way to Bhet Dwaraka 15 km away from Gomati 
Dwaraka located is famous Shiva Kshethra Nageshwar. 


Dwaraka is one of the must visit places before leaving the 
mortal coil; 


DWARAKA SHILA (CHAKRAANKITHA) - Significance & Merits 


Dwaraka Shila also called as Dwaravati Shila is a wheel 
(chakra) marked white porous type stones that are found in 
Gomati River at Dwaraka Kshethra. Chakra (Disc) mark is the 
most distinguishing feature of these stones, and hence they are 
also called as Chakraankitha Shila / ChakraAnka. 


It is said that Brahma Manasa Puthras > Sanaka, Sananda, 
Sanatana, Sanatkumara did penance at this place for several 
thousands of years on the banks of the ocean worshipping Lord 
Vishnu. 


As a result of which the Supreme God Vishnu appeared and 
manifested at this place along with Sudarshana Chakra. Hence, 
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the Lord at this place is called as Chakra Narayana and the 
entire area of pilgrimage is Known as Chakra Theertha. 


The place where the river Gomati meets the ocean (Gomati 
Sangam) at Dwaraka Kshethra is known as Chakra Theertha 
where one can find Dwaraka Shila in the river bed. 


During Dwapara Yuga, sage Durvasa came to this place to have 
Darshan of Lord Chakra Narayana, but, he was obstructed by 
the demons there. On praying Lord Trivikrama came to the 
rescue of Sage Durvasa and hence, this place is also Known as 
Trivikrama Kshetra. 


It is also significantly holy place where prominent sages like 
Athri, Marichi, Durvasa and Angirasa etc... made it as their 
abode and performed sacred penance and austerities. 


Famous Nageshwar Jyothirlinga near Dwaraka is in the form of 
a large size Dwarakashila (Chakraankitha). 
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Many Pouranic scripts like Varaha Purana, Skanda Purana, 
Garuda Purana, Brahma Purana, and Prahlada Samhita have 
made reference to the merits and glory of Dwaraka Shila. 


As per these scripts it is said that, whoever touches a Dwaraka 
Shila having the mark of a Vishnu-Chakra will become free of 
all sins. 


Mere Darshana of a Dwaraka-Shila is said to fulfill all the 
desires. It is said that, without having doubt even if a sinful 
person worships a Dwaraka-Shila he becomes free from all his 
sins. 


According to Dwaraka Mahatmya, it is said that a Shila marked 
with Chakras coming from Dwaraka is also called as Chakra- 
Tirtha. 


It is highly sacred and meritorious to worship a Salagrama 
Shila along with Chakraankitha (Dwaraka Shila) since both are 
the manifested forms of Lord Vishnu and Dwaraka Shila is 
assumed as Lord Sri Krishna. 


These Dwaraka Shilas are identified with different names based 
on the number of Chakra (disc) marks appearing on it, ranging 
from one to twelve and worshiping each specific one has its 
own merits. It is said that a Dwaraka Shila having... 


ONE prominent Wheel (Chakra) is Known as Sudarshana; 
TWO Chakras is Lakshmi-Narayana; 

THREE Chakras is Trivikrama; 

FOUR Chakras is Janardhana; 

FIVE Chakras is Vasudeva; 

SIX Chakras is Pradhyumna; 

SEVEN Chakras is Balabhadra; 

EIGHT Chakras is called Purushottama; 
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NINE Chakras is known as Navavyuha; 

TEN Chakras is Dashamurti (Dasavathara); 
ELEVEN Chakras is Aniruddha; 

TWELVE Chakras is Dwadasaatmaka; and 
MORE than twelve Chakras is known as Ananta. 


Besides giving materialistic benefits, worshiping these shilas 
along with Salagrama shows the path to salvation. 


Generally, we come across Dwaraka Shilas that have more 
than 12 chakras. It is said that, in such a case the one with 
even numbered chakras are to be preferred. 


Shape of the Dwarka Shila also determines the type of the 
Shila. Generally, round and square shaped shilas are preferred 
for worshiping which are but rare. 


These stones also occur in different colours; but white stones 
are considered most suitable for worship. One can easily find 
these stones in the river bed of Gomati River while they are 
also sold across the Gomati Ghat. 


It is believed and said that one should not buy or sell a 
Salagrama or Chakraankitha (Dwaraka Shila) and worshiping 
the one which is acquired by themselves is highly auspicious. 


One has to take proper care in selecting these stones which 
has proper formation of Chakras with proper shape, without a 
hole, which is white in colour and unbroken. 


Worshiping Chakraankitha with Thulasi Dala along with 
Salagrama is highly sacred and meritorious. 


ChakraAnkitha (Dwaraka Shila) as reference to Sri 
KrishnaAmrutha-MahaArnava. 


Sri Madhvacharyaru has made an elaborate mention about 
Chakrankitha and its merits in Sri KrishhaAmrutha-MahaArnava 
(one of the Moola Granthas) in the following slokas... 
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bhaktyA vA yadi vA.abhaktyA chakrAN“’kitashilAM prati | 
darshanaM sparshanaM vA.api sarvapApapraNAshanam.h || 


Whether it be with devotion or without devotion, even mere 
sighting or contact of ‘chakrAN“’kita’ and the (shAlagrAma) 
shilA destroys all sins. 


shAlagrAmodbhavo devo devo dvArAvatIbhavaH | 
ubhayoH saN’%gamo yatra tatra muktirnasaMshayaH || 


SaAlagrama & Chakrankitha (from Dvaravati) have 
nitya/visesha saAnidhya of Lord Sri Hari; where confluence of 
both are present, there mukti occurs to the saadhaka, there is 
no doubt about it; 


shAlagrAmodbhavaM devaM shailaM chakrAN*kamaNDitam.h | 
yatrApi nlyate tatra vAraNasyAH shatAdhikam.)h | | 


With visesha/nitya saanNidya of Lord SriHari, the place where 
Salagrama/Chakrankita are present/worshipped that place is 
hundred times more meritorious than KaAsi kshethra; 


Wherever there is a Saligrama, Lord SriHari exists there. 
SnaAna (bathing) and daAna (donations) made in such a place 
is a hundred times more meritorious than even Varanasi. 


mlechchadeshe.ashuchau vA.api chakrAN“’ko yatra tishhThati | 
yojanAni tathA trINi mama xetraM vasundhare | | 
(varAha purANa) 


Even if it be in a mlechcha desha where ‘chakrAN“ka’ resides; 
there for a distance of three yojana-s is My Kshetra, O' 
Vasundhara (Bhoo-Devi). 


Mere presence of Salagrama/Chakrankita renders sanctity to 
the surrounding area. 


Even when sighting and handling of sAlagrAma/chakrAN‘’kita 
without understanding their true significance is beneficial, 
doing the same in proper fashion with the correct 
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understanding that Bhagavantha (SriHari) is present in them, is 
a guarantor for mukti. 


Salagrama/Chakrankitha which has nitya/visesha SriHari 
saAnnidya > nitya abhisheka/pooja/theertha praasana with 
proper anusandhana is highly meritorious that can get rid of 
even BramHa-hatya dosha. 


Therefore, sAlagrAma/ChakraAnkitha are of such potency, 
there need be no doubt that one’s worship cannot be fruitful. 


Sri VadiRaja Theertharu in his magnum opus 'Theertha 
Prabandha' has made a specific mention about Chakrankitha 
shila while eulogizing the glory of Dwaraka kshethra and 
Gomati river. 


AHOBILAM (Nava NAARASIMHA Kshethra) 
Te HUT sk HA AAT Il 
"To the fierce (ugram) brave (viram) Mahavishnu; to the all- 
illuminated one (jvalantam); to He who is omnipresent 
(sarvato-mukham); to Bhagavaan Narasimha who is terrible in 


appearance (bhisanam), yet gentle (bhadram); to the death of 
death personified (mrity-mrityum), | offer my obeisances." 


Of all the temples dedicated to Lord Narasimha, the one at 
Ahobilam has attained a unique significance since it is strongly 
said and believed to be the geographical location/very spot 
where Nrusimhaavathara (unique incarnation of Lord Vishnu) 
took place and the Almighty powerful God killed the demon 
Hiranyakasipu and blessed Prahlada Raayaru. 


“Aho” means spectacular; surprising; awesome; 


“Bilam” means cave. 
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Ahobilam means, Lord appeared in a cave suddenly ina 
spectacular and astonishing form. The place is also Known as 
AHOBALAM; Balam means strength and the God here appeared 
with supreme/great strength/valor. 


A reference to this place Ahobilam is made in several Puranas 
and other sacred scripts including Theertha Prabhanda by Sri 
Vaadiraajaru who has extolled the glory and significance of 
Ahobala Kshethra and Bhavanashini river. 
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Sri Narasimha as per Thirtha Prabandha 


Ahobala Narasimha 


VBMCWOA,AOBA, HBWeCWOD0D0D So: | 
WRB,NOAAODIO Neooswwosoe J oA,30 1 41 
ODA,0We BBsIeVwod F Doro AowgoooFesh Ay e- 
WOOIOID,€ WHMBAeSUNSY OD, DESO Weso | 
OSoeSTOD OFH,AP VOBODBIWEO OBO DoS owe 
SEQ LSDEDAP Beso: DOBWOO 3F eCHdLF Ho: 1 5 | 
DOT, PNET Q NE S,O AWC OSE HBO SH | 
TOROWM STH, SH eNOS: RBj0vs,o0 | 6 | 
DVOBOROVIS 8U3Bd0F ANEWPVO 

SMOG, BHOMIBGBH oHSdoen Oewosso | 

WITS DDDOBO2*W BW IOoBW*ooBooSso 


Bo SIBOo Boke SNA, We 0800 | 7 | 
WBS GD So.oInywes BOS: HomdAow’ ¢ Hve 
BOGAN, OMWSONDWBESOAG? ROesBo ABH, 3 | 
BTS H, BAB Soo BBS ob3A, O,Seokoesa,wo 
MWS LI ATO BWSHSooo Doosjws,, AoW: By: | 8 | 
(Bases wow 4,5,6,7,8) 


Main temple of Ahobilam is known as Eguva Ahobliam (Upper 


Ahobilam) and the God here is known as Ahobila Ugra 


Narasimha Swamy. After killing the demon Hiranyakasipu Lord 
Narasimha manifested (Sswayambhu) at this place in a ferocious 


form Ugra Narasimha. 


Adjacent we find the temple of Goddess Lakshmi Devi who is 


locally known as Chenchu Lakshmi tribal form of the Goddess. 
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It is believed that during Thretha Yuga, Lord Sri Rama had 
visited Ahobilam and worshiped Lord Narasimha during his 
search for Goddess Seetha Devi. 


Lord Venkateswara had worshiped Ahobila Narasimha Swamy. 
It is believed that the idol of Lord Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy 
at Lower Ahobilam (Diguva Ahobilam) was installed by Lord 
Venkateswara before His marriage with Padmavathi Devi. 
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During Dwapara Yuga, Pandavas had visited and worshiped 
Lord Narasimha at Ahobilam. 


According to the legend behind Shodasabahu Narasimha being 
worshiped at Mantralaya Kshethra, Sri Vibhudendra Theertharu 
had spent several years at Ahobila Kshethra on the banks of 
Bhavanashini river during which time he procured the icon of 
Shodasabahu Narasimha Devaru while performing his morning 
rituals in the river. 
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Ahobilam is known as Nava Naarasimha Kshethra where, Lord 
Narasimha manifested in nine different forms within Ahobilam. 
They are... 


1. Jwala, 

. Ahobila (Ugra Narasimha), 
. Malola, 

. Krodha, 

. Karanja, 

. Bhargava, 

. Yogananda, 


. Chatravata and 


Oo AN BD MH BW N 


. Paavana. 


Some of these locations are not easily accessible and one has 
to make own arrangements. 


Place of the pillar from which Lord Narasimha came out for 
killing the demon Hiranyakasipa is located about 5 km to the 
east of Upper Ahobilam temple. A symbolic iron pillar is erected 
there where it is said that Lords foot prints are available. This 
place is called as Ugra Sthambam (Ferocious pillar). 


Ahobilam Temples - Route Map 


Reserve  VedadriHills Ugra Stambam 
Forest Prahalada badi g 


to 
Narasapuram 14 km 
&Allagadda 23 km 


1 RR ‘Achala- 
ae AS 
tkm gx 


Krishnapuram 


10 km 
& Chaglamari a 
23 km 


SS to ‘ 
Porumamilla 


& Netlog 
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Ahobilam is about 24 Km from Allagadda in Kurnool District of 
Andhra Pradesh on the banks of the sacred river Bhavanasini 
located in Nallamala forests. Temple is on the top of Vedadri 
hills about 2800 ft. above the sea level. 


Bhava means Samsara; 
Naashini means one which destroys; 


Lord Narasimha the Supreme God who resides on the banks of 
river BhavaNashini at Ahobhila Kshethra is the one who 
destroys the cycle of samsaara and free us from the bondage 
of life and death; 


SIMHACHALA KSHETHRA 


(A rare and unique temple of Lord Vishnu) 


The Deity at this temple is known as VaraAha Lakshmi 
Narasimha Swamy, a rare form of Lord Vishnu in a unique 
combination of three figures depicting... 


Varaaha in the face; 


Naarasimha on the rear side of the head and in tail that of a 
lion; and 


Manushya (human form) in the body. 


2% ft crystal clear idol of the Lord appears in a rare standing 
posture. 


According to Kshethra Mahaatmya, this temple is believed to 
be in existence since the days of Krutha Yuga. 


This unique and combined form of Lord Vishnu’s two 
incarnations’ viz. VaraAha and Naarasimha (both belonging to 
Krutha Yuga) got manifested at this place as per the prayers 
and request (wanted to have darshan of Lord Vishnu’s dual 
avatharas) of Prahlada (son of Hiranyakasipa) for whose sake 
Lord Vishnu incarnated as Lord Naarasimha. That day of Lord’s 
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manifestation was incidentally (Akshaya Thrutheeya) Vaisaakha 
Sukla Thrutheeya. 
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According to Sthalapuraana, Prahlada was the first person to 
construct a temple for the Deity and conduct rituals. 


In subsequent ages the Lord got manifested (as discovered by 
King Puruurava) again at this place during the days of King 
Puruurava (Lunar dynasty) and it was again incidentally on the 
day of Akshaya Thrutheeya. 


It is a custom and tradition since time immemorial to worship 
Lord Sri Varaaha and Lord Sri Naarasimha on this sacred day of 
Akshaya Thrutheeya. 


At Simhachalam Sri Varaaha Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy 
temple, special celebrations are held on this sacred day when a 
unique ritual called Chandanotsavam will be held. 


This ritual was conducted first by King Puruurava during whose 
period renaissance of the temple took place. 


It is only on this particular day in the year, the Lord gives 
darshan in Nija roopa without any decoration which is 
otherwise always fully covered with Chandana (sandalwood 
paste). 


Once in a year on the day of Akshaya Thrutheeya, old 
Chandana covering on the idol will be peeled off early in the 
morning and in the evening it will be covered again fully with 
fresh Chandana. In between time devotees gets an opportunity 
(for about 12 hours) to witness the Nija Roopa darshana of the 
Lord. 


Chandana paste will be extracted by grinding the sandalwood 

(Chandana) sticks and the quantity of Chandana used for this 

ritual would be approx 500 kgs. Peeled off Chandana would be 
distributed to the devotees as Lord’s Prasaada. 


Apart from the day of Akshaya Thrutheeya; Chandana 
(sandalwood paste) would be applied to the Lord’s idol at 
Simhachalam on three more occasions during Vaisakha; 
Jyeshta and Aashaada months in the year. 
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Ritual of Chandanotsavam attracts thousands of pilgrims from 
across the country to get a rare darshan of the Lord. 


Lord Hanuman opposite to Sri Varaha Narasimha Swamy at 
Simhachalam was installed by Sri Narahari Theertharu; 


Simhachalam is located about 15 km from Vizag 
(Visakhapatnam) city in Andhra Pradesh which is accessible 
from all parts of the country by road; rail and air. 


SHIVA KSHETHRAS 


Jyothirlinga Kshethras... 


. Somnath near Veeraval in Gujarat (Sourashtra) 
. Mallikarjuna at Srisailam (Andhra Pradesh) 


1 
2 
S: 
4 
5 


Mahakaleshwar in Ujjain (Madhya Pradesh) 


. Omkareshwar (Madhya Pradesh) 


. Vaidyanath at Deogarh (Bihar) - According to some versions 


Vaidyanath is in Parli (Maharashtra) 


6. 
Ti 
8. 
o. 


Bheemashankar in Maharashtra near Pune (Maharashtra) 
Rameshwar at Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu) 
Nageshwar (Darukavana) near Dwaraka in Gujarat 


Vishwanath at Kaasi (Uttar Pradesh) 


10. Tryambakeshwar at Nasik (Maharashtra) 


11. Kedarnath in Himalayas (Uttarakhand) 


12. Ghrushneswhar (Maharashtra) 


107 


Pancha-Bhootha Linga Kshethras 


Lord Shiva considered as an embodiment of Pancha Bhoothas, 
the five basic elements of nature, Aakaasa (sky/space), Vaayu 
(air), Prithvi (earth), Jala (water) and Agni (fire). He had 
manifested at the following places which are regarded as the 
Pancha Bhootha Shiva Kshethras. 


_— 
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1. Chidambaram (Aakasa Linga), in Tamil Nadu 

2. Kanchi (Prithvi Linga), in Tamil Nadu 

3. Sri Kalahasthi (Vayu Linga) in Andhra Pradesh 

4. Thiruvannaikkaval (Jala Linga) near Trichy (Tamil Nadu) 

5. Tiruvannamalai (Agni Linga) in Tamil Nadu 

Apart from the above some of the other notable holy 
places/temples connected to Lord Shiva are... 

> Gokarna (Karnataka) - Aatma Linga Kshetra; 
Murudeshwar (Karnataka), 

Dharmasthala (Karnataka), 

Nanjanagud (Karnataka) 

Anantheswara & Chandramouleeswara at Udupi (Karnataka) 
PARANTHI PANCHALINGESWARA TEMPLE; 

Alampur (Dakshina Kaasi near Kurnool (Andhra Pradesh) 
Mahanandi (Andhra Pradesh) 

Vemulavada & Kaleswaram in Karimnagar dist (Telangana) 


Pashupathinath temple (Nepal) 


VV VV VV VV V WV 


Amarnath temple (Jammu & Kashmir) 


* above list is not exhaustive... 


SOMANATH (Gujarat) - AaDI JYOTHIRLINGA KSHETHRA 
Legend behind the Temple... 


As per the pouranic scripts Daksha Prajapathi had 27 daughters 
in whose names the constellations (Nakshathras) in the 
Almanac starting from Aswini and ending with Revathi have 
come into existence. These 27 daughters of Daksha Prajapathi 
got married to Lord Moon (Chandra). Out of 27 wives, Chandra 
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used to show more attention and love towards Rohini and 
neglected others. Pained with Moon’s action, the other wives 
complained to their father Daksha Prajapathi. 


aie wes 
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Aggrieved by this act, Daksha Prajapathi became angry with 
Moon (Chandra) and cursed him to lose his lustre and suffer 
from a dreadful disease. Gripped by the dreadful disease, Moon 
started waning (deteriorating) day by day and lost all his glory. 
All these developments caused lot of perturbation and Moon 
was advised to invoke the blessings of Lord Shiva. 


Accordingly, Lord Moon did severe penance at this place 
(Prabhasa) and worshipped Lord Shiva. Pleased with Moon’s 
penance, Lord Shiva appeared before him in the form of a 
Jyothirlinga and blessed him with a relief from the dreadful 
disease he was suffering with. 


Since the curse of Daksha cannot become untrue, Lord Shiva 
by reducing the intensity of the curse provided relief to the 
Moon. By virtue of which Moon’s lustre would improve during 
the waxing period and recede during waning period. 
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This is what we observe (Pouranically) in the Lunar Phase, 
Moon increasing in size during Sukla Paksha and appearing in 
full size on the Full Moon day (Poornima) and decreasing in size 
during Krishna Paksha and totally vanishing on the New Moon 
day or Amavasya. 


Since Moon has regained his lustre (Prabha) by dint of his 
austere penance, this holy place became famous as Prabhasa 
Kshethra. 


Lord Shiva is worshipped here as Somanath named after Moon 
who is also referred as Soma. This Shiva Linga that got 
manifested at this place is considered as the Aadi Jyothirlinga. 


ee 


When and who got constructed the original Somanath temple is 
conclusively and historically not known. However, based on the 
research findings from sacred texts like Skanda Purana 
(Prabhas Khanda) it is said that, Prana Pratishta of the first 
Somanath Jyotirlinga was done during the tenth Tretha Yuga of 


111 


Vaivasvatha Manvanthara and the first temple was built 
approximately 80 million years ago. 


According to scripts it is said that, it was Lord Moon who first 
performed the holy installation of Jyothirlinga and the place 
came to be known as Somanath. It is also said that Lord Moon 
(Chandra) lifted this Jyothirlinga and installed it on the slab 
called Brahmashila. 


According to the temple sources, it is said and believed that the 
original temple of Somnath was built by Moon God that was 
made of gold. 


After it was razed to the ground, it was rebuilt with silver by 
Ravanasura. 


When the silver temple was knocked down, it was 
reconstructed in sandal wood by Lord Sri Krishna. 


The later sources of history account for several desecrations by 
Muslims invaders during eleventh to eighteenth century A.D. 
During that time the temple was subjected to repeated 
demolition, construction and resurrection several times. The 
original site of the ancient Somnath temple is now having a 
new temple built by the temple trust. 


Enshrined at the centre of a spacious Sanctum with its 
entrance wall Known as Suvarna Dwar covered with Gold 
plating the large sized Jyothirlinga at Somanath is in the shape 
of a hen’s egg fixed in the middle of the earth. 


Somnath is one of the holy places dedicated to Lord Shiva and 
is first among the twelve holy places known as Dwadasa 
Jyothirlinga Kshetras. 


The temple has a large central hall with entrances on three 
sides, each protected by a lofty porch. The temple tower is 150 
ft height and the dome of the temple is said to be the biggest 
ever made in this century. 
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There is a high security alert at the temple in view of its 
vulnerability and entry inside the temple is subject to strict 
security verification and frisking. Pilgrims entering the temple 
are prohibited from carrying mobiles, cameras and videos. 


Generally, in Shiva temples we find devotees are allowed to 
enter the Sanctum and perform abhishekam to the Shiva Linga. 
Here in Somanath due to security reasons devotees can only 
have darshan from outside the Suvarna Dwar and are strictly 
prohibited from entering the sanctum or performing 
abhishekam to the Jyothirlinga. 


Adjacent to the main temple complex, there is another temple 
of Lord Shiva which was built by Maharani Ahalyabai Holker 
during 1782 where the Shiva Linga is enshrined in the 
underground. It is said that this temple used to maintain the 
Pooja parampara of Lord Shiva during the hostile political 
conditions. This temple is now called as old Somanath temple. 
Devotees are allowed to perform pooja and abhishekam to Lord 
Shiva personally at this temple. 
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Somanath temple is open for darshan from morning 6.00 am to 
night 9.00 pm without any break in between. Aarati timings are 
at 7.00 am 12.00 noon and 7.00 pm. 


The temple is illuminated every evening and a Sound & Light 
show called Jay Somanath is also displayed every night during 
8.00 to 9.00 that is worth seeing and a wonderful experience to 
cherish. 


Other temples located inside the complex of Somnath Mandir 
are Shri Kapardi Vinayak and Sri Hanuman Temple. 


Karthika Poornima in the month of November and Maha 
Shivarathri in the month of February/March are some of the 
major festivals that are celebrated on a large scale at Somnath 
temple. 
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Strategically located on the western coast of India, Somanath 
temple stands as an epitome of architectural splendour. The 
temple gives a picturesque outlook with a panoramic and 
extensive view of the sea and a very large and beautiful temple 
complex. 


To the south of the temple on the shore of the sea is erected a 
pillar on the top of which is placed an arrow to indicate that 
between South pole and Somanath temple there exists no land 
area. The nearest land towards South Pole is said to be about 
9936 km. away. This is suggesting the ancient Indian wisdom 
of geography and strategic location of the Somnath Jyotirlinga 
in Prabhasa Kshethra. 


Located at a vantage point on the shore of the Arabian Sea, 
Somanath is attracting lakhs of pilgrims and tourists across the 
globe throughout the year. 


PRABHASA THEERTHA - GLORY OF SOMANATH (Gujarat) 


Holy place Prabhasa also known as Somanath is situated 
between 20.53’N latitude and 70.24’E longitude on the south 
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west coast of India in the Sourashtra province of Gujarat State, 
on the shores of Arabian Sea. Port town of Veeraval is 2 km 
away from Somanath. 


Lie * - 


7 


ae 
nm 
2 
i 
‘ 
7 
.: 
as 


Sanctified with the presence of Jyothirlinga of Lord Shiva 
known as Somanath, this sacrosanct place Prabhasa, is in 
existence since time immemorial. 


Spiritually known as Prabhasa Theertha this place was called 
Prabhasa Pattan in olden times and was famous as a town of 
temples. 


In olden times it was known as Arka Theertha or Bhaskara 
Theertha and Soma Theertha or Chandra Theertha. Over a 
period of time it came to be known as Prabhasa Theertha. 


Prabhasa means glowing, luminous, shining, the one that 
generates light. Prabhasa also means dawn. Sun God is also 
called as Prabhakara. 
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Prabhasa is the place where the Moon God got rid of the curse 
and regained his lost lustre. 


Being situated at the western coast, this entire area is radiated 
by Sun light for a relatively longer period of time and hence 
called as Prabhasa Pattan, the town that glows. 


Prabhasa is located at the holy confluence of the holy rivers 
Saraswati, Kapila, and Hiranya known as Triveni said to be in 
existence since Vedic period. It is a sacred place where 
Saraswati river flows towards the west and the town is situated 
on the sea shore. 


According to Skhanda Purana it is assumed that, invoked by 
four Sages, Hiranya, Vajra, Nyanku and Kapila, the holy river 
Saraswati flowing in Prabhas Kshetra constitutes five different 
streams of rivers known as Harini, Vajrini, Nyankumati, Kapila 
and Saraswati. 


Prabhasa is a famous Shiva Kshetra known as the Aadi 
Jyothirlinga Kshetra where Lord Shiva is worshiped as 
Somanath also known as Someshwar. 


Named after the Moon God (Soma), it is the place where Moon 
(Chandra) worshiped Lord Shiva and performed severe 
penance and got relieved from the ill effects of the curse he 
had from Daksha Prajapathi. 


Prabhasa Kshetra is highly sanctified with the Niryaana of Lord 
Sri Krishna at this place known as Bhalka Theertha where, Lord 
Sri Krishna undertook his last journey on this Earth and left for 
his celestial abode ending his glorious Avathara. 


Known as Parashurama Kshetra (Tapo Bhoomi of Lord 
Parashurama) it is also the place where, Lord Parashurama did 
penance. 


It is also understood that, Deva Guru Brihaspathi performed 
penance on the banks of Prabhasa Theertha. 
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Blessed with the glorious presence of Lord Shiva in the form of 
a Jyothirlinga, and sanctified with the Niryaana of Lord Sri 
Krishna the place Prabhasa is known as Hari Hara Kshetra. 


Prabhasa Theertha is known to be a famous pilgrim center 
even during Pouranic days the reference to which we find in 
several sacred texts like Skhanda Purana, Shiva Purana, 
Mahabharatha, Bhagavatha Purana etc. Skhanda Purana has 
made an extensive reference to the glory of this holy place in 
its Prabhasa Khanda. 


Spread in an area of five yojanas this sacrosanct place contains 
several temples of both Lord Shiva and Vishnu apart from Sun 
temples. 


Devoted to its sanctity as a place of meditation and penance, 
Prabhasa Theertha was a frequent pilgrim of both Pandavas 
and Yadavas. Pandavas during their Vanavasa (exile in forest) 
period had stayed here for some time. Lord Sri Krishna and 
Balarama had also made a pilgrimage to Prabhasa Theertha. 


As per Bhagavatha purana Lord Sri Krishna had advised his 
clan to move to Prabhasa Theertha before his Niryaana. Finally, 
Lord Sri Krishna himself moved to Prabhasa Theertha for his 
ultimate journey. 


Prabhasa (Somanath) considered as first among the Dwadasa 
Jyothirlingas is a historical and holy religious tourist center 
attracting lakhs of pilgrims and tourists from across the globe 
throughout the year. 


Somavathi Amavasya and Lunar eclipse bears a special 
significance at this Kshetra for pilgrimage and for a dip in the 
Triveni Sangam even dating back to the Pouranic era. 


SACRED PLACES AROUND SOMNATH 


There are many temples and places of historical and religious 
importance around Somnath in Prabhasa Theertha, the seat of 
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one of the twelve most revered Jyothirlingas. Some of the most 
important of them are, 


Sri Parashuram Temple 


Known as Parashurama Kshetra or Parashurama Tapo Bhoomi, 
this is a sacred spot at the holy banks of Triveni where, Lord 
Parashurama conducted his long penance and was relieved 
from the curse of Kshatriya killings. It is located at a distance 
of about 5 km on Veeraval highway. There is Parashurama 
temple and two kunds and also temples of Jaleshwar- 
Tapeshwar Mahadev and Jamadagneshwar Mahadev at this 
place. 


Sri Shashibhushan Mahadev & 
Bheedbhanjan Ganapathi Temple 


It is located at a distance of 4 km on the Somnath-Veraval 
highway with a beautiful sea-shore. Lord Shashibhushan (Lord 
Shiva) with Bheedbhanjan (Savior form of Ganesh) is 
worshipped here. We can find Shiva Lingas on the sea side 
known as Baan Ganga Shiva Linga. The Jhara poacher (hunter) 
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is said to have taken aim from this spot while hitting an arrow 
towards Lord Sree Krishna. 


Shri Veneshwar Mahadev Temple 


Rajputa Vaja clan was in charge of Somnath during the Muslim 
desecrations. The devotional episode of the princess Veni is 
said to have been depicted in the novel by Shri K.M. Munshi. 
The temple was outside of the fort wall of Prabhas Pattan at 
the time of holy war with Gazani. The soldiers of Gazani 
attempted an abduction of the princess Veni, an ardent 
devotee of Lord Shiva who used to regularly visit the temple to 
offer her services to the Lord Shiva. 


The traditions maintain that the Shiva linga spontaneously got 
divided and the princess got buried into it. The Shiva temple 
here is known as Veneshwar temple after the fond memory of 
the divine episode of Veni. 


Triveni Sangam Ghat 


Triveni Sangam Ghat in Somnath is at the confluence of three 
holy rivers Kapila, Hiranya and Saraswati (Gupta Saraswati) 
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from where the rivers flow to the ultimate destination of Sea. 
This is a sacred place to take bath and it is believed that the 
bath in the waters at this Ghat offers relief from all curses and 
ills happened. It is considered to be a Moksha theertha. It is 
also a sacred place to pay homage to ancestors and offer Pitru 
tarpana. In Chaitra and Bhadrapada months of Hindu calendar 
huge crowds are seen here. The ghat has been named after 
Morarji Desai former Prime minister of India who was also the 
chairman of Shri Somnath Trust for several years. The Ghat 
has good arrangements for bathing and changing of clothes. 


PRABHASA THEERTHA - SACRED LAND OF SRI 
KRISHNA's NIRYAANA 


Born in Mathura, brought up in Gokul, Brindavana and 
Mathura, migrated to Dwaraka and ultimately disappeared from 
this world in Prabhasa Theertha, Lord Sri Krishna’s life is full of 
mystery, thrill and suspense. 


Everywhere He used to show utmost benevolence, love and 
affection, at the same time He never hesitated to get detached. 
When the time came for His departure from this world He didn't 
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even inform His prime queens and not even Arjuna knew. He 
coolly walked to his Niryaana. 


Only person who was aware was Uddhava, the close associate 
and friend of Sri Krishna to whom Sri Krishna had preached 
philosophy at that juncture that came to be known as Uddhava 
Gita. Prior to Sri Krishna’s departure, Uddhava had left for 
Badarikasrama for penance. 


Longevity of Sri Krishna’s avathara was only for a period of 125 
+ years during the end of Dwapara Yuga. Sri Krishna lived in 
Dwarka for a period of 36 years after Kurukshetra war and 
totally for 100 years after migrating to Dwaraka. 


When the time came for winding up his avathara, Brahmaadi 
Devathas came to Sri Krishna and invited him to come back to 
his original abode. Sri Krishna realized that the purpose of his 
incarnation is over and it is time for him to leave this world. He 
had also foreseen that, it was time when the curses given by 
Gandhari and Sages on the Yadava clan is going to materialize. 


Having accomplished his mission on the Earth and firming up 
his mind for his Niryaana, Sri Krishna moved to Prabhasa 
Theertha (Somanath) in his chariot driven by Daruka. 


After reaching Prabhasa Theertha Sri Krishna was resting in a 
meditation posture under a Pepal tree on the banks of the holy 
Triveni, Sangam of three sacred rivers Hiranya, Kapila and 
Saraswati. 


With his left leg raised and resting on the right, Sri Krishna was 
hit by an arrow released from a distance by a hunter called 
Jhara. The arrow struck the toe of His left foot thereby Lord Sri 
Krishna got fatally injured (an act of delusion). 


The Jhara poacher misread the radiance from Lord Sri Krishna’s 
foot as that of an eye of a deer. Jhara poacher immediately 
rushed to Sri Krishna and begged him pardon. Sri Krishna 
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generously forgave him and blessed him with Mukthi. Hunter is 
believed to be Sage Bhrigu in his previous birth. 
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The place where Sri Krishna was sitting beneath the Pepal tree 
and got struck by an arrow is known as Bhalka Theerth. This 
divine place is immortalized by a temple of Lord Sri Krishna 
where the marble image of the Lord is depicted in the same 
posture when He got struck by an arrow, with Jhara poacher 
kneeling in front of him with folded hands. Here the Lord is 
depicted in Chaturbhuja form symbolizing that He is the 
Supreme God SriManNarayana. One can also find an ancient 
Pepal tree at the temple site said to be the same tree under 
which Sri Krishna was resting when He got struck. 
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Sri Krishna had earlier foreseen that Dwarka is going to 
submerge totally on the seventh day of his Niryana. Having 
sent Daruka away, Sri Krishna walked through his final journey 
and reached the banks of river Hiranya. After reaching the 
appropriate spot, Sri Krishna left for his original abode in his 
cosmic form leaving his physical body. 


Thus came to an end the great incarnation of SriManNarayana, 
the most fascinating, benevolent and dynamic Sri 
Krishnaavathara. But the memorabilia of Lord Sri Krishna’s 
charismatic figure, leela, love and affection, benevolence, 
dynamism, strategies, preachings and his stories etc... will be in 
remembrance for ever. The story of Sri Krishna never ends, our 
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Capacity to describe him is limited and when our limit is 
reached we abandon it half way. 


It is said as per scripts that it was (Niryana) first day of the 
bright fortnight in the month of Chaitra Masam corresponding 
to early hours of 18th February 3102 B.C. at 2.27.30 hours. 


The period after his disappearance is marked as the beginning 
of Kali Yuga. Sri Vishnu Purana and Srimad Bhagavatha Purana 
(Ekadasa Skhanda), covers about Sri Krishna Niryana. 


The site on the banks of river Hiranya where Sri Krishna’s 
Niryana took place is called as Dehotsarg Theertha or Nijadham 
Prasthan. It is also Known as Golok Dham Theertha. At the spot 
where Lord Sri Krishna disappeared from this world is marked 
with symbolic foot print of the Lord in memory of His Niryaana. 


Balarama (Aadishesha Avathara) the elder brother of Lord Sri 
Krishna also renounced his human form and left for his abode 
from a nearby place in his original form. This place is marked 
by an ancient holy cave known as Dauji-ni-Gufa where we 
can find the mark of Aadisesha depicted on the cave wall from 
where he is said to have disappeared. This place is adjacent to 
the place of Sri Krishna’s Niryaana. 
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Sacred place of Sri Krishna Niryaana is about 1.5 km from 
Somanath temple. 


(Whenever Dharma sinks and Adharma raises its head O’ 
bharata, I reincarnate myself upon this earth) - Bhagawadgita 


(For the protection of the good and virtuous, for the 
destruction of evil, for the re-establishment of the natural law 
(Dharma), I will come, in every age) 


Sun temple (Surya Mandir) 


It is a very ancient temple dedicated to the Sun God. The Sun 
temple of Prabhas Pattan has a sabha mantapa, sanctum 
sanctorum and intricate carvings. 
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Pandav Gufa & Hinglaj Mata Mandir 


Next to the Sun temple there is Pandav Gufa, a cave associated 
with the Pandavas, at an elevated place dedicated to Pandavas. 


Inside there is an underground cave temple called as Hinglaj 
Matha Mandir, a form of Goddess Durga. Pandavas during their 
Vanavasa are said to have visited this place and worshipped 
this Goddess. 


Kamnath Mahadev Temple 


It is said that, this was the place where Rathi Devi wife of 
Manmatha also known as Kamadev did severe penance to get 
back the life to her husband. Earlier Manmatha who had 
disturbed Lord Shiva from his penance became a victim to his 
wrath and got converted into ashes. Pleased with Rathi Devi’s 
prayers and penance, Lord Shiva blessed her husband life back 
without physical body and fulfilled her desire. Thenceforth, Lord 
Shiva at this place came to be known as Kamnath Mahadev. 


The Kamnath Mahadev temple, built about 200 years ago by a 
Mayurdhwaj King, is a renowned temple located in Somnath. 
There is a large temple complex with a holy pond and its water 
is said to have majestic healing powers. It is said that 
Mayurdhwaj King recovered from leprosy after taking bath in 
this place. There are idols of Adi Sankaracharya and Lord 
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Nrusimha. Replica of Dwadasa Jyothirlingas is enshrined in this 
temple. Sankaracharya Mutt, Sharada Peeth is inside the 
temple complex. 


Somnath Beach 


Just behind the new Somnath temple is the Somnath beach 
with pleasant sands, extensive sea view, camel and pony rides. 


Porbandar 
Sudhama Mandir 


Known in Puranas famously as Sudhamapuri, Porbandar is said 
to be the birthplace of Sudhama also known as Kuchela a 
contemporary fellow-student and an ardent devotee of Lord Sri 
Krishna. There is a fine temple dedicated to Sudhama at his 
birthplace. Sudhama and his devoted wife Susheeladevi are 
worshipped here. One can find fine coloured paintings of 
Sudhama and Sri Krishna depicted on the walls of the temple. 
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There are small temples of other devotees including Lord 
Hanuman around the temple complex. To the left of Sudhama 
temple, there is a large quadrangle where hundreds of pigeons 
feed on grains provided by devotees. The city bus-stand is just 
opposite to the temple gate where one can find number of 
vehicles readily available for conveyance. 


Keerthi Mandir (Birth place of Mahatma Gandhi) 


About half kilometer away from Sudhama Mandir, is the 
birthplace of Mahatma Gandhi. His ancestral house is preserved 
and the place of birth is marked out. Portraits of his parents 
can be seen on the wall. It is a three floored building with 22 
rooms. Adjacent to the house, there is Keerthi Mandir, a 
monument to the Father of the Nation, where several 
photographs showing various important events in his life are 
exhibited. Behind the house of Mahatma Gandhi there lies the 
parental house of Kasturba Gandhi, wife of M.K. Gandhi where 
she was born, bought up and lived till her marriage with 
Mahatma Gandhi. 
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JAMBAVANT KI GUFA (Guha - Cave) 


Jaambavanta (epic Ramayana fame) cave is located at a village 
named Ranavav, 17 km from Porbandar, off Rajkot-Porbandar 
highway in Gujarat state. Inside the cave there is the spot 
where Lord Sri Krishna and Jaambavanta fought over the 
ShyamantakaMani (jewel) for 28 days continuously day and 
night, non-stop. On 28th day Jaambavanta realized that he is 
fighting with Supreme God Sri Krishna who is none other than 
his beloved God Sri Ramachandra the Hari sArvottama Vishnu. 


This is the exact spot where Jaambavanta gave Shyamantaka 
jewel and gifted his daughter Jaambavati Devi in marriage to 
Sri Krishna. 


Gir National Park & Wildlife Sanctuary 
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The Gir National Park and wild life Sanctuary one of the most 
important wild life preserves of India is situated in Junagadh 
district of Gujarat State about 45 km away from Somnath. Also 
known as Sasan-Gir, spread over an area of 1412 sq. km is the 
last home of the Asiatic Lions. This sanctuary was set up to 
protect the lions where it is said that one can find at present 
more than 300 lions. It is closed for visitors on Wednesday. 


Diu Island 


The island of Diu has chaptered history having been under the 
possession of and ruled by many Kings and Dynasties dating 
back to pouranic period. Lastly it was under the rule of 
Portuguese from whom it was liberated along with Goa and 
Daman in the year 1961. It is believed and said that Pandavas 
had spent some time in this island during their exile in forests. 
It is about 95 km from Somnath. 


KAASI (Varanasi) - ASACROSANCT PLACE 
KaASI KSHETHRA DARSHANA (Titbits) 


VaranaAsi also commonly known as KaASI or Benares is a city 
situated on the left (west) bank of the river Ganga (Ganges) in 
the state of Uttar Pradesh. It is one of the oldest continually 
inhabited cities in the world. 


Varanasi is a holy city being one of the most sacred pilgrimage 
places for Hindus of all denominations. 


It has the holy shrine of Lord Kaasi Viswanath (manifestation of 
Lord Shiva) and also one of his twelve most revered 
Jyothirlingas. 


The name Vaaranaasi has its origin possibly from the names of 
two rivers Varuna and Assi for it lies with the confluence of 
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Varuna with the Ganges being to its north and that of Assi and 
the Ganges to its south. 


According to Vaamana Purana, Varuna and Assi rivers 
originated from the body of Lord Vishnu the Primoridial 
Supreme God at the beginning of time itself. 


The tract of land lying between them is believed to be 
‘Vaaranaasi’, the holiest of all pilgrimages. 


Vaaranaasi is a Sanskrit name and Banares is the common 
name. 


Through the ages, Vaaranaasi was variously known as... 
> Avimukthaka 
> Aanandakaanana 

Mahaasmashana 

Surandhana 

BrahmaVardha 

Sudarshana 

Ramya 

KaAsi 
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Standing on the western banks of India's holiest river Ganges, 
Vaaranaasi is the oldest surviving city of the world and the 
cultural capital of India. 


It is in the heart of this city that, there stands in its fullest 
majesty the Kaasi Viswanaath temple in which is enshrined the 
Jyotirlinga of Lord Shiva. 


The word ‘KaAsi’ originated from the word ‘Kas’ which means to 
shine (> glitter/sparkle/luminous). 


It is one of the seven sacred cities of Hindus. Mention about 
Kaasi is made in many Hindu scriptures, including Rig-Veda, 
Skhaanda Purana, Raamayana and Mahabharata. 
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Kaasi is as old as Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvathi. 


There is no holy place as dear to Lord Shiva as Kaasi which is 
not abandoned by him as well as his consort Parvathi even at 
the time of deluge. Lord Shiva named this holy place as 
Aanandavana since it gave him immense joy. 


KaAsi was a holy place even during epic times. Lord Shiva was 
worshiped here with great devotion. 


Sumithra; third wife of Kosala king Dasaratha was from Kaasi. 
Raamayana fame Lakshmana and Sathrughna were her twin 
sons. 


In Mahaabhaaratha Kuru king Vichitraveerya's wives Ambika 
and Ambaalika were from Kasi; 


Vaaranaasi is a city of temples. It is said that there are more 
than 2000 temples in Kaasi. Every nook and corner in Kaasi 
has a temple. 


Though such small temples form the basis of daily local prayers 
and other rituals; there are many large temples too erected at 

different times throughout the history of Varanasi. Some of the 
important/main temples at Kaasi are... 


Kaasi Vishwanaath Temple 
Annapuurna Temple 

Visaalaakshi Temple 

Bindu Maadhava Temple 

Kaala Bhairav Temple 

Chozi Maatha Temple (Cowrie Maatha) 
Sankata Mochan Temple 

Dhundi Ganapathi Temple etc... 


Story of Kaasi will be incomplete without making a reference to 
its Ghaats. Vaaranasi (Kaasi) is older than traditions. The 
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divine grace of this city is a unique combination of physical, 
metaphysical and supernatural elements. 


Ghaats of Vaaranaasi are natural supplement to the concept of 
divinity. Vaaranasi has nearly 100 Ghats. Most of the Ghats are 
bathing Ghats; while others are used as cremation sites. Many 
Ghats are associated with legends or mythologies. Some of the 
most important are... 


Dasaaswamedha Ghaat 
Manikarnika Ghaat 
Prayaaga Ghaat 
Harischandra Ghaat 
Hanumaan Ghaat 
PanchGanga Ghat 


Theertha Vidhi forms part of any Theertha Yathra that too ina 
place like Kaasi it is highly meritorious. Kaasi is one of the 
trinity places where, performing sacred rites to forefathers is a 
must. 


For helping the pilgrims in observing Theertha Vidhi; Kasi has 
representation of various philosophies of Hindu religion. These 
rituals can be performed according to one’s own religious 
customs (Ssampradaya) and faiths and as per directions of the 
local Purohits’ representing. 


Deeply engrossed in Hindus' mind Kaasi Viswanaath temple has 
been a living example of our timeless cultural traditions and 
high spiritual values. It attracts visitors not only from India but 
also from abroad. More than one million pilgrims visit the city 
every year. 


KaAsi is one of the SapthaPuri kshethras which are revered as 
holy pilgrimage centres attached with great religious and 
spiritual significance. Other six are... 
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. Ayodhya; 

. Mathura (U.P.); 

. Kanchi (Kaancheepuram); 
. Avanthika (Ujjain); 


. Dwaaraka (Dwaaraavati); 
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KaAsi is not only a Shiva kshethra the abode of Lord 
Viswanatha, but also a Vishnu Kshethra where Lord Vishnu is 
present as Bindu Madhava; Bindu MaAdhava is named after a 
Rushi called Bindu who was blessed by Lord MaAdhava at KaAsi 
kshethra; 


Among the ancient temples in the must-visit list of Kaasi 
temples is Bindu Maadhava temple near Panchaganga Ghaat. 
This temple is also one of the trinity; Veni Maadhava at 
Sangam in Allahabad, Bindu Maadhava at Kaasi and Sethu 
Maadhava at Rameswaram. 


‘kaAsyaAm mAranam muktHi’ a Sanskrit quote states and it is 
believed that bathing in Ganga remits sins and dying in KaAsi 
ensures liberation from rebirth; 


While KaAsi is one of the dwadasa jyotirlinga kshethras; it is 
also one of the AshtaDasa Shakti Peetas where Goddess 
VisalaAkshi is present; Goddess Parvathi Devi is present at this 
kshethra as AnNaPoorna; 


“na Gaayathraya para manthra; na Maathru para dhaivatam; 
na Kaasya param theertham; na Ekaadasya samam vratham” 


There is no manthra that is superior to Gaayathri manthra, 
there is no dhaivam (deity) superior to the Mother, there is no 
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celestial and sacred theertha better than Kaasi, and there is no 
vratha that is more sacred than Ekaadasi vratha. 


To be in Kaasi a sacrosanct place is an experience in itself. 
SkaAnda Purana states that one should always keep saying..." 


aham kAshIM gamishyAmi tatraiva nivasAmyahaM | 
iti bbuvANaH satatam kAshIvAsaphalam labheEt | | 


"One must always keep saying - I will go to kashi and I will 
reside (settle down) in kashi. This itself will fetch punya equal 
to actually staying there" and also Lord Shiva will make it 
happen. 


In Theertha Prabandha Sri VaAdiRajaru described the glory of 
KaAsi the hAri-hArA kshethra which has a special saAnnidya of 
Rudra Devaru along with Sri Bindu MaAdhava (Lord Vishnu). 


Temples at Kaasi (Significance) 
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Vaaranaasi is a city of temples. It is said that there are more 
than 2000 temples in Kaasi. Every nook and corner in Kaasi 
has a temple. Though such small temples form the basis of 
daily local prayers and other rituals; there are many large 
temples too erected at different times through out the history 
of Varanasi. 


Kaasi Vishwanaath Temple also called Golden Temple is 
located on the outskirts of Ganga. This temple makes 
Vaaranasi a place of great religious importance to Hindus as 
the Jyothirlinga of Lord Shiva is enshrined here. Temple opens 
daily at 2.30 a.m. and closes at 11 p.m. This temple was once 
destroyed by the Muslim Emperor Aurangzeb who built a 
mosque over it. It was later resurrected at a location near the 
mosque, and is many times a cause of local strain among 
Hindus and Muslims. 
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Annapuurna Temple: Annapuurna is the Hindu Goddess of 
nourishment. Anna means food & grains and Puurna means 
full; complete and perfect. She is called the Supreme Goddess 
of the city of Kaasi. As Annapuurna she is the personification of 
food and source of all food. It is said that Goddess Parvathi 
took the form of Annapuurna and appeared with a golden pot 
full of cooked rice and a golden ladle; Lord Viswanaath himself 
asked Bhiksha from her. It is believed that even today, nobody 
sleeps with hunger in Kaasi. Temple of Annapuurna is located 
near the temple of Lord Viswanaath. 


Visaalaakshi Temple (Goddes 1 wide eyes). Benares is 
considered to be one of the Shakti Peetas of India. It is 
believed that the ear rings of Goddess Sati fell at this place in 
Varanasi and this temple is one among the 18 Shakti Peetaas. 
It is one of the famous nay GF temples; 

| Vi | . This small eiple 
is situated in one of the narrow lanes around Viswanaath 
temple. 
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Durga Temple; also nicknamed "Monkey temple" this temple 
got the name 'Monkey temple’ because of the presence of large 
number of monkeys in the temple. According to legends, statue 
of Goddess Durga is said to be self manifested. Thousands of 
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Hindu devotees visit this temple during Navaratri and other 
auspicious occasions. 


Bindu Maadhava Temple: Among the ancient temples in the 
must-visit list of Kaasi temples is Bindu Maadhava temple near 
Panchaganga Ghaat. This temple is also one of trinity; Veni 
Maadhava at Sangam in Allahabad, Bindu Maadhava at Kaasi 
and Sethu Maadhava at Rameswaram. 


Kaala Bhairav Temple: It is the ancient temple of Vaaranaasi 
near Head Post Office. Kaala-Bhairav is believed as "Kotwal of 
Vaaranaasi" without whose permission none can stay in Kaasi. 
He is Kshetrapaalaka of Kaasi. He protects Vaaranaasi. Every 
one should visit him in their Kaasi Yaathra. He will take all the 
sins of devotees living in Kaasi. 
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Chozi Maatha Temple (Cowrie Maatha): Visit to Kaasi is 
incomplete without a visit to the Chozi Maatha Temple. This 
temple is known by various names such as Chozi or Cowrie 
Maata, and Gouri Maata temple. The name owes its origin to 
cowries or shells which are thrown at the goddess as offering. 
Goddess here is considered to be a sister of Kaasi Viswanaatha. 
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According to a legend; she had her temple within the ancient 
temple complex. On one occasion Shiva banished her and sent 
her out of the temple for which she repented. As a mercy Shiva 
decreed that all those who visit Kaasi should also visit her. A 
trip to Kaasi would be ineffective without visiting her temple. 
Hence, it has become a practice to visit Chozi Maata temple 
after visiting all the temples in Kaasi. One can buy cowries 
outside the temple, throw a few at the goddess and ask her to 
bless them bestowing the fruits of their Kaasi Yaatra. 


Sankata Mochan Temple is dedicated to Lord Hanuman and 
is very popular with the local citizens. Besides the Assi river 
stream; on the way to Durga temple and to Banaras Hindu 
Temple; this well known temple of Lord Hanuman is situated. 
Lord Hanuman is also known as "Sankatamochan" the god who 
protects from the troubles. This temple is founded by Tulsidas. 
This temple is also Known as "Monkey" temple, as lot of 
monkeys’ are there inside the temple premises. 
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New Viswanaath Temple called as Birla Mandir; built as a 
replica of the old Kaasi Viswanaath Temple. This temple is a 
part of the Banaras Hindu University. 


Dhundi Ganapathi Temple: Traditionally the temple circuit at 
Kaasi begins with a visit to Dhundi Ganapathi temple. This 
temple is on the way to the Viswanaath temple. It is a small 
temple, looking like one on the roadside, but one of the 
important temples to be visited. One can pay respects to Lord 
Ganesha while standing in queue while entering Viswanaath 
temple. It is near this place where, security check is made. 
This is Ganesha with three eyes. 


144 


Tulsi Maanas Mandir: This modern temple is dedicated to 
Lord Sri Raama. It is situated at the place where; Tulsidas 
great medieval seer lived and wrote the epic "Sri 
Raamcharitmaanas". Verses from Tulsidas’s epic are inscribed 
on the walls. It is just nearby to Durga Temple. 


SAARANAATH 


Saaranath renowned for ancient remains of Buddhist stupas; 
monasteries and temples is situated at a distance of 6 kms to 
the north of Vaaranaasi city. Saaranaath is one of the four 
important Buddhist pilgrimage centers of India. Buddha, after 
attaining enlightenment at Bodh Gaya came to Saaranaath and 
delivered his first sermon to five disciples. Saaranaath is also 
sacred to Jains. 


VYAASA KAASI 


As per legends, it is said that once upon a time, Sage Sri Veda 
Vyaasa came to Kaasi with his disciples and went for Bhiksha 
but, nobody gave them the Bhiksha. They slept with hunger in 
the city of Annapoorna. This condition continued for seven 
days. Sri VedaVyaasa got annoyed, became angry, was about 
to curse Kaasi Kshethra and establish second Kaasi on other 
banks of river Ganga. At this juncture Goddess Annapurna 
appeared and gave them Bhiksha. 


The place where Sri VedaVyasa lived in Kaasi on the opposite 
banks of Varanasi became popular as Vyasa Kaasi. It is located 
midway between Varanasi and Mughalsarai about 6 km from 
Kaasi (Sahupuri village via Ramnagar palace). 


There is a Vyasa Mandir at this holy place where Sri VedaVyasa 
is worshipped in Linga roopa. It is a must visit especially for 
Madhva fraternity. It is believed that Kaasi yaathra is 
incomplete without a visit to Vyasa Kaasi. It is the place where 
Sri Vijayadasa (a Madhva Saint & Hari-Daasa Sreshta) got 
enlightenment, had darshan of Sri Purandaradasa and was 
blessed with ankita Vijaya Vittala. Apart from Shiva Linga, 
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there are Moorthis of Sri VedayaVyasa and Sri Vijayadasa at 
this place. 
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Story of Kaasi will be incomplete without making a reference to 
its Ghaats. Vaaranasi (Kaasi) is older than traditions. The 
divine grace of this city is a unique combination of physical, 
metaphysical and supernatural elements. Ghaats of Vaaranaasi 
are natural supplement to the concept of divinity. It is a city 
that liberates soul from human body to ultimate. Much quoted 
Sanskrit sloka proclaim ‘Kaasyam maranam mukthi’ (death in 
Kaasi is Liberation). Vaaranasi has nearly 100 Ghats. Most of 
the Ghats are bathing Ghats; while others are used as 
cremation sites. Many Ghats are associated with legends or 
mythologies. 


asaaswamedha Ghaat: It is located close to Viswanaath 
reinple: It is sid oe aa Brahma created it and performed 
Dasa Aswamedha Yaaga. This is the busiest and ancient Ghaat. 
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Manikarnika Ghaat: Popularly called Mahaa-Smasaana; great 
cremation ground; the name Manikarnika derives its origin 
from dropping of rings of Lord Shiva during His transcendental 
dance here. There also exists a sacred pond Chakra Pushkarini 
Kunda and foot print of Lord Vishnu; Karna Paaduka. Along the 
sacred route on the Ghaat itself are symbolic footprints of Lord 
Vishnu (Karna Paaduka). Lord Vishnu is said to have performed 
penance at this spot. 


j we TR aol we odd ill: 


Two legends are associated with Manikarnika Ghaat. According 
to one, it is believed to be the place where Lord Vishnu dug a 
pit with his Chakra and filled it with his perspiration while 
performing penance. While Lord Shiva was watching; at that 
time His earring (Manikarnika) fell into the pit. According to the 
second legend, it is the place where the ear rings of Goddess 
Sathi fell. This Ghaat area has ancient reputation as a 
cremation ground and it is said that Lord Shiva (the great 
destroyer) destroy the world here during deluge. 
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Prayaaga Ghaat: This Ghat (old Prayaaga Theertha) together 
with shrine of Prayaagesvara replicates the existence of 
Prayaaga (Allahabad) in Varanasi. Prayaaga known as 
"Theertharaja" (king of Theerthas) lies at the confluence of 
Ganga; Yamuna and the invisible Saraswati rivers. It is 
commonly believed that doing rituals and taking sacred bath 
here provide exactly the same religious merits as those at 
Prayaaga. 


Harischandra Ghaat: Named after pouranic King Harischandra; 
who once worked here in this cremation ground for 
preservance of truth and charity but, at the end Gods rewarded 
him and restored his lost throne and his dead son to him. This 
is one of the two cremation Ghaats some times referred to as 
Aadi Manikarnika the original cremation ground; still there 
exists Aadi Manikarnika Theertha. 


Hanumaan Ghaat: It is believed that, saint Tulsidas has 
established a Hanuman Temple here which is famous as 
Hanumaan Ghat. Ancient name of this Ghaat was 
Raameswaram Ghaat which was established by Lord Sri Raama 
himself. Neighborhood is dominated by South Indian residents. 


How to reach Vaaranaasi (Kaasi)? 


Vaaranasi is easily accessible from all parts of the country; well 
connected by road, rail and air. 


AIR: Airport is 22 km. from Varanasi providing regular daily 
flight facility between Vaaranaasi and New Delhi. It also 
connects Vaaranaasi to other major cities. 


RAIL: Vaaranasi is an important and major railway junction. 
City is served by trains from all metros and major cities across 
the country. From Mughal Sarai Station (16 Km. from Varanasi) 
also train facilities are available. 


ROAD: Vaaranaasi is well connected by road and important 
national high ways, connecting Vaaranaasi are NH2 - NH/7- 
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NH29. Some important road distances are: Agra 565 km; 
Allahabad 128 km; Bhopal 791 km; Bodhgaya 240 km; Kanpur 
330 km; Lucknow 286 km; Patna 246 km; Saaranaath 10 km; 


Residents of Kaasi mainly speak Kaasika Bhojpuri which is 
closely related to Hindi language. People often refer to Varanasi 
as "the city of temples"; "the holy city of India"; "the religious 
capital of India"; "the city of lights"; "the city of learning" and 
the "culture capital of India". American writer Mark Twain 
wrote... "Benares is older than history, older than tradition, 
older even than legend, and looks twice as old as all of them 
put together.” 


Culture of Vaaranaasi is closely associated with River Ganges 
and its religious importance. The city has been a cultural and 
religious center in northern India for several thousand years. 
The Temple has been visited by many great saints and several 
spiritual personalities. Many prominent Indian philosophers, 
poets, writers, and musicians resided or even reside in 
Varanasi. Aayurveda is said to have originated at Vaaranaasi. 


Vaaranaasi is one of the holiest places in Buddhism too, being 
one of the four pilgrimage sites said to have been designated 
by Gautama Buddha himself. Vaaranasi is also a pilgrimage site 
for Jains along with Hindus and Buddhists. It is believed to be 
the birthplace of Paarsvanaath the twenty-third Theerthankar. 
Islamic culture also had an influence on Vaaranaasi. 


Deeply engrossed in Hindus mind Kaasi Viswanaath temple has 
been a living example of our timeless cultural traditions and 
high spiritual values. It attracts visitors not only from India but 
also from abroad. More than one million pilgrims visit the city 
each year. Vaishnavism and Saivism have always co-existed in 
Varanasi harmoniously. 


Hari Sarvottama - Vaayu Jeevottama 
Hara Vaishnavottama 
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R_ (Darukavana) 


Among the holy places of Dwaraka outside Jagat Mandir, 
Nageshwar is one of the most revered places worth visiting 
where the presiding Deity Lord Shiva is in the form of a 
Jyothirlinga. 


It is believed to be one of the Dwadasa Jyothirlinga Kshetras, 
twelve most sacred places for worshiping Lord Shiva. 


It is located at a distance of 15 km from Dwaraka on the way 
to Bhet Dwaraka. 


According to a popular legend behind the origin of this Kshetra 
it is said that, this place was originally known as Darukavana. 


There used to live a demon called Daruka in this place who 
used to tyrannize people on their pilgrimage and make them 
his captives. 
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On one such occasion an ardent devotee of Lord Shiva by name 
Supriya was waylaid by Daruka while she was travelling in a 
boat and held her in captive along with others. Supriya being a 
staunch devotee of Lord Shiva started praying Him with the 
holy Panchakshari Mantra. When Daruka attempted to kill her, 
Lord Shiva instantly appeared and vanquished the demon and 
manifested there in the form of a Jyothirlinga. 


As per another legend the Jyothirlinga got revealed by 
Pandavas while residing in this region during their exile. Their 
cows used to go to a river in that place daily to drink water. 
After drinking water their milk used to flow automatically from 
their udders into a river. 


Bheemasena happened to see this; assuming that there must 
be some shrine in the river, Pandavas entered the river to 

locate the shrine. They found that the center of the river was 
so hot that the water there was boiling. At the intervention of 
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Bheemasena the river parted its way revealing the Jyotirlinga 
of Lord Shiva. It seemed that the cows were offering milk in 
prayer. 


Unlike normal Shiva Linga which will be generally black in 
colour that resembles a pillar rounded at the top, the one that 
is enshrined at Nageshwar is unique in its form and colour. 


It is made from a stone popularly Known as Dwaraka Shila 
(Chakrankitha) with small imprints of a disc. Chakrankitha 
stones are found only in Dwaraka Kshetra which is hardly 15 
km from Nageshwar. 


Behind the Shiva Linga there is an idol of Goddess Parvati 
known as Nageshwari. 


Jyotirlinga enshrined in the temple is known as Nageshwar 
Mahadev and it attracts thousands of pilgrims all round the 
year. It is said that those who pray to the Nageshwar Shiva 
Linga becomes free from poison of both the body and the mind. 


A 25 m tall statue of a sitting Lord Shiva and a large garden 
with a pond are major attractions of this rather serene place. 


It is also believed that this place was once a Naga Kshetra (city 
of Snakes) and Lord Shiva was worshiped here by Vasuki the 
king of Cobras for a long time. Thenceforth, Lord Shiva 
manifested in the form of a Jyothirlinga at this place came to 
be known as Nageshwar. 


There is a controversy on the location of the epic forest 
Darukavana to identify the location of Nageshwara Jyothirlinga 
(Nagesham Darukavane) with two other places contesting 
viz...Almora in Uttarakhand and Aundha in Maharastra. 


Nageshwar located on the way to Bhet Dwaraka from Dwaraka 
in the land of Lord Sri Krishna, with its unique positioning of 
the Shiva Linga is reverentially worshiped as a powerful Shiva 
Kshetra. 
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SANGAMESWARAM (Daaru Linga)- DharmaRaAja pratishta 


Sangameswara Kshetra also known as Nivrutti Sangama is one 
of the important pilgrimage mentioned by Saint Sri 
VaAdiraAjaru in his magnum opus "Theertha Prabandha" (in 
Poorva Prabandha). It is a sacred confluence of Seven holy 
rivers meeting viz. Krishna, Veni, BhavanaAshini, Tunga, 
Bhadra, Bheemarathi, Malaprabha. 


It is located in Kurnool distrcit of Andhra Pradesha about 22 km 
from Nandikotkuru. This holy kshethra has been visited by 
Pancha Pandavas (Mahabharata) during their Aranyavaasa 
where Dharma Raja made pratishta of Lord Shiva Linga which 
is known as Sangameswara. 


Rarity of this kshethra is apart from being a Sangama 
Kshethra, Shiva Linga is DaAru (wooden) Linga. As per legends 
when DharmaRaja wanted to install Shiva Linga, he sent 
Bheemasena to KaAshi to bring a Shiva Linga. But, since it was 
getting delayed for muhurta, Dharmaraja cut a nearby Neem 
Tree and with its branch installed Shiva Linga which is being 
worshiped even today. 


Due to SriSailam project, this temple got submerged from flood 
waters when it is not accessible. However, the temple is visible 
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for some days when the water levels come down during the 
summer and is kept open for the public. Even though some of 
the temples and its Moorthis are relocated this historic temple 
is retained at this Punya Kshethra. 


In the words of Saint Sri VaAdiraAjaru (Theertha Prabandha) 
this holy Sangama Kshethra located at the confluence of Seven 
Holy rivers is capable of wiping out sins and bestowing 
bliss/auspiciousness to the devotees. 


Moola Brundavana of Sri Sathyanidhi Theertharu which was at 
this holy kshethra was relocated to Kurnool (Uttaradi Matha) 
during the period of Sri SathyaPramoda Theertharu. 


The temple which was built during the Chalukya dynasty got 
submerged in the 1980s when the Srisailam dam was 
constructed. However, Sangameswara Temple was not 
relocated like many others in this locality. 


It has remained hidden under water for twenty years and it 
resurfaced after decades in 2003. However, the temple is 
visible for some days when the water levels come down during 
the summer and is kept open for the public. 


Since 2003, the temple has resurfaced every year during 
summer. 
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PUSHKARA Kshethra 


Pushkar is the name of a famous pilgrim center known as 
Pushkara Kshethra located in Rajasthan about 17 km from 
Ajmer city. It is said and believed that the lake here known as 
Pushkara Theertha was the creation of Lord Brahma on the 
banks of which He performed penance for several thousands of 
years. It is one of the very few temples where Lord Brahma is 
worshiped. 


It is one of the eight holy places (Swayam vyaktha kshethra) 
on earth where Varaha roopi Paramatma Lord Vishnu is present 
to bless the devotees. It is the place wehre Lord Sri Krishna 
killed the two Asuras viz. Hamasa, Dibika and destroyed their 
huge army. 
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Pushkara is as holy as Kurukshethra, Ganga, Gaya, Prabhasa. 


It is the place where penance have been performed by Vedic 
Sages. It is believed to be the place where Sage Viswamitha 
got enlightenment. 
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Additional notes... 
PUSHKARA - What does it indicate? 


Pushkara or Pushkar is a Sanskrit word derived from the 
element of Push (Pushti) meaning nourishment and Kara 
means one who does it. Pushkara is the energy that nourishes. 


With reference to the sacred rivers, Pushkara means the one 
who energize the rivers and provide spiritual purification. 


Pushkara also means Lotus, sanctified water, Swan, Sword, 
Sky, Lake etc. 


In Sri Vishnu Sahasranama Stothram sloka # 5 we find a 
reference to the word Pushkara where Lord Vishnu is eulogized 
as... 


"Pushkaraakshah" meaning... the one who has lotus eyes, 


the one who provides nourishment to the entire Universe; Lord 
Vishnu the indweller (antaryaami) the greatest nourisher and 
supporter of the Universe, the one who is PUSHTI the vital 
force, sustaining power of all beings and the one who is always 
present in sacred Theerthas as antharyaami. 


Pushkara also indicates the 12year time factor in Vedic terms. 
Pushkara or Pushkaram is a festival of a particular river 
celebrated once in twelve years based on the transit of Jupiter 
(Brihaspathi) in the zodiac. 


Pushkar theertha eulogized as best among the Theerthas that 
has been mentioned in Puranas like Mahabharata, Padma 
Purana. Sri Vaadiraajaru has mentioned about Theertharaaja 
Pushkara Kshethra in his Theertha Prabhanda (Paschima 
Prabhanda). 


Performing Pushkara Vidhi at Pushkara Kshethra is highly 
meritorious, most importantly... Pushkara Snana; Pushkara 
Vaasa; Pushkara Darshana; Pushkara Pithru Karma, and 
Pushkara Daana; 
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GHAATI - SUBRAMANYA KSHETHRA 
(A rare temple of Lord Subrahmanya) 


One such temple which is of rare significance is located at Ghati 
in Karnataka state about 60 km from Bangalore. 


According to Sthala Purana Ghati is the place where Lord 
Subrahmanya performed penance in the guise of a serpent 
inside the caves in the mountain ranges of this area before 
going to kill the demon Tharakasura. 


Ghati is also believed to be the place where Lord Subrahmanya 
invoked protection from Lord Lakshmi Narasimha for the 
serpentine clan from Garuda’s scare. The temple at Ghati is 
uniquely dedicated to both deities Lord Subrahmanya and Lord 
Lakshmi Narasimha in a rare combination. 


Rarity of this temple is that both Deities are carved on a single 
self manifested (Swayambhu) idol with Lord Subrahmanya in a 
seven hooded serpentine form (cobra) facing east and Lord 
Lakshmi Narasimha facing west. One can view Lord Lakshmi 
Narasimha through strategically placed mirror inside the 
sanctum sanctorum. 


Ghata is a Sanskrit word meaning a pot. A serpent’s hood 
resembles that of a pot and Ghati is the place where Lord 
Subrahmanya lived in the form of Ghata Sarpa. In Hindi Ghat 
means mountain range and this temple of Lord Subrahmanya is 
located in the mountain ranges. Ghati is believed to be the 
place where Lord Subrahmanya killed a demon called 
Ghatikaasura. 


According to temple records the temple at Ghati Subrahmanya 
Kshethra has a history of more than 600 years and it was first 
built by Ghorpade erstwhile rulers of Sandur dynasty. This rare 
and self manifested idol was unearthed by the King with the 
help of local citizens as per the directions (dream) given by 
Lord Subrahmanya himself. 
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Ghati has become one of the major pilgrim centers of 
Karnataka state and due to the serpentine form of Lord 
Subrahmanya the place is also revered as a Naga Kshethra. 
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Thousands of devotees approach this temple for worshiping 
Lord Subrahmanya as a remedy for various negative results 
POM esas 


Kuja (Mars) especially Kuja (Angaraka) Dosha, 

marital related problems and prosperity, 

as a remedy for malefic effects from Rahu, Sarpa/Naga Dosha, 
for attaining progeny; 


as a remedy for health problems especially chronic skin 
diseases like leprosy, leukoderma, 


relief from enemies (both internal & external), 
relief from debts apart from 
overall prosperity and general wellbeing. 


Ghati Subrahmanya Kshethra can be reached by road via 
Doddaballapura about 45 km from Bangalore and from there 
Ghati is about 15 km distance. 


Nearest railway station is Makalidurga about 5 km from Ghati 
on the Bangalore-Guntakal line. 


Nearest airport Bangalore International Airport at Devanahalli 
is about 30 km from Ghati. The temple is open on all the week 
days from morning 06.30 am to night 09.00 pm. 


Temple car festival is held every year on the 6th lunar day 
(Sukla Shashti) during Pushya maasam apart from, special 
celebrations held on other important occasions as per the 
calendar for worship of Lord Subrahmanya and Lord Lakshmi 
Narasimha. 


Shadaananam Kunkuma Raktha Varnam 
Mahaamathim! Divya Mayuura Vaahanam 
Rudrasya Suunum! Sura-saiNya Naatham 
Guham Sadhaaham Saranam Prapadhye 
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Te] Uel MOA ss Il 
AESAIVND HoH 6F 260 

Dd MBO Qos BOIS DPD | 
DWGAaJ ATP NG NAS T-Hho 
MDaPQd OD BOeadowran QOGS II 
ABDAIVIAY DoW 3S Deo 

WH WIA OF, Haheod moBday | 
DBA, Morba¥k WS Bsa, Toso 
Me VHo BHMoAY BOGE I 


Other SUBRAMANYA Kshethras... 
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Sri Subramhanya a popular Deity in Hindu religion is worshiped 
across the country especially in South India. Regarded as the 
son of Lord Shiva, Subramhanya was commander-in-chief of 
army of Gods who killed the demon Tharakasura. 


He is also popularly called as Shanmukha, Karthikeya, 
Saravanabhava, and Skanda etc. Guha is another name of Lord 
Subrahmanya, the one who dwells in caves and invariably we 
find mountains and caves as the abode of Lord Subrahmanya. 


There are several temples dedicated to Lord Subrahmanya 
spread across the country and some of them are pilgrim 
centers famous as Subrahmanya Kshethras. 


We find temples for Lord Subramanya across the country and 
even abroad in countries like Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Australia etc. 


Some of the famous shrines exclusively dedicated to Lord 
Subramanya are.... 


Thiruttani, Palani, Tiruchendur, Tirupparakundram, Swami 
Malai and Pazamudhircholai (in Tamil Nadu); 


Kukke Subramanya and Ghati Subramanya (in Karnataka). 


There are several pilgrim centers considered as Naaga 
Kshethras; some of the famous and ancient Naga Kshethras 
associated with pouranic legends are... 


e Sri Kukke Subramanya (Karnataka State), 

e Sri Kshethra Kudupu (near Mangalore), 

e Ghaati Subramanya (near Doddabalapur in Karnataka), 
e Thirunageswaram (near Kumbhakonam) & 

e Nagerkoil (in Tamil Nadu), 

e Manasa Devi temple (in Hardwar in Uttar Pradesh), and 
e Nageshwar Jyothirlinga Kshetra (near Dwaraka) 


YaeHvaET AA ata det read 
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(Rare temples of Lord Ganesha) 


Prominent among the temples of Lord Sri Ganesha are a cluster 
of eight temples popularly known as Ashta Vinayaka temples 
totally dedicated to Lord Ganapati. 


These temples are of ancient origin where Lord Vinayaka is 
believed to have manifested in different cosmic ages. All these 
eight temples are located in the state of Maharashtra within a 
radius of about 100 km from Pune city. They are... 


tee) | 
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1. Sri Mayureshwar at Moregaon; 
2. Sri Siddhi Vinayaka at Siddhatek; 
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. Sri Ballaleshwar at Pali; 

. Sri Varada Vinayaka at Mahad; 
. Sri Chintamani at Theur; 

. Sri Girijaatmaj at Lenyadri; 


. Sri Vighneshwar at Ozhar; 


COnN DO WU HR W 


. Sri Maha Ganapathi at Ranjangaon; 


Some of the other prominent temples of Lord Ganesha are.... 
Siddhi Vinayaka Temple at Mumbai; 

Chintamani Ganesh Temple at Ujjain; 

Dhundi Ganapathi Temple at Varanasi (Kasi); 

Uchi Pillaiyar Temple (Rock Fort Temple) at Trichy; 

Karpaga Vinayakar Temple (near Karaikudi in Tamil Nadu); 
Madhur Ganapathi Temple at Kasargod in Kerala; 

Gokarna Ganapathi Temple at Gokarna; 

Idagunji Ganapathi Temple near Murudeshwar; 

Anegudda Ganapathi Temple at Kumbhasi (Kundapura); 
Sharavu Ganapathi Temple at Mangalore; 

Sasivekalu and Kadalekalu Ganapathi Temples at Hampi; 
Dodda Ganesha Temple at Bangalore; 

Varasiddhi Vinayaka Temple at Kanipakam (near Chittoor); 
Paathaala Ganapathi Temple at Sri Kalahasthi (Near Tirupathi); 
Saakshi Ganapathi Temple at Srisailam; 


While the above list is not exhaustive; there are several other 
important temples of Lord Ganesha in the states of Orissa, 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Goa, Sikkim and 
Madhya Pradesh. 
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Pilgrimage on the Banks of Holy River 


There are several sacred places of Pilgrimage on the Banks of 
the Holy river Godavari which are worth seeing. Apart from the 
place of origin viz. Brahmagiri, some of the most important 
are... 


(Nasik) 


Right at the foot of its birth place lays the famous Shiva 
Kshethra, Tryambakeshwar where Lord Shiva manifested in the 
form of a Jyothirlinga. It is a rare Shiva Linga which is unlike 
other is in small pit with three openings symbolizing the three 
eyes of Lord Shiva. It is the first place of sojourn for Godavari 
which constantly pours on the top of the Jyothirlinga of 
Abhishekapriya Sri Rudra Devaru. 
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NASIK 


Panchavati Kshethra where it is strongly believed that Lord 
Sri Rama had spent part of his Vanavaasa (sojourn) at this 
place on the banks of river Godavari. This is believed to be the 
place where Lakshmana chopped off the nose/ears of 
Soorpanakha (sister of Raavanaasura) and the place has 
derived its name Nasik from this episode. 


BASAR - JNAANA SARASWATHI (Sri Vedavyasa Pratishta) 
(A rare temple of Goddess Saraswathi) 


In our country we find very few temples of Goddess Saraswathi 
which are of very ancient origin. Out of two such famous 
temples dedicated to Goddess Saraswathi one which can be 
easily accessed is at Basar in Adilabad district of Telangana 
State. 


Situated on the Banks of the holy river Godavari, Goddess at 
Basar is known as Gnana Saraswathi the one who bestows 
knowledge. It is the only ancient temple in the entire South 
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India that is dedicated to the Goddess of Learning Sri 
Saraswathi said to have been installed by Lord & Sage Sri 
Vedavyasa. Rarity of this temple is that it is a Saikatha Vigraha 
(Sand made). 


According to Sthala Purana it is said that Sri Vedavyasaru 
during his sojourn at this place in Dandakaranya on the banks 
of holy Godavari bought three handful of sand from the river 
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bed of Godavari which miraculously transformed into Shakthi 
Trio forming three idols (saikatha) of Goddess Lakshmi, 
Saraswathi and Durga (Kali). 


Though all the three Goddesses are present here; the place has 
become popular as Saraswathi Kshethra (Gnaana Saraswathi) 
which is famous for Aksharabhyasa formal induction of a child 
into education. Though the temple is located in Adilabad 
District, it is nearer to Nizamabad town in the Northern 
Telangana region of Andhra Pradesh. 


DHARMAPURI 


Situated in Karimanagar district of Telangana State, itis a 
Naarasimha Kshethra dedicated to Lord Lakshmi Naarasimha 
where the Lord manifested (Swayambhu) as a Salagrama 
Shila. There is a temple for Yamadharmaraja the Lord of Death 
which is unique at Dharmapuri. Here Godavari flows as 
Dakshinavaahini. 
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KAALESWARAM 


It is a famous Shiva Kshethra dedicated to Lord Shiva where 
Godavari meets its tributary Pranahita. It is located in 
Karimnagar district of Telangana State. It is a rare place where 
two Shiva Lingas are on a single pedestal (panivattam). They 
are Mukteeswara and Kaaleswara. 


It is known as Trilinga Kshethra; other two being 
Draaksharaamama in East Godavari District and Srisailam in 
Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh. Kaleshwaram is a Sangama 
Kshethra of holy rivers Godavari & Pranahita. 


BHADRACHALAM (Vvaikunta Raama Kshethra) 


(a rare temple of Lord Sri Rama) 


As per the legend behind, Lord Vishnu in order to fulfill the 
promise given to his devotee Bhadra son of Meru (Meru- 
Parvatha) during His avathara as Sri Rama came from Vaikunta 
and gave darshan in the form of Lord Sri Rama along with his 
consort Goddess Sita Devi and brother Lakshmana at this place 
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on Bhadradri hills and got manifested there as per the request 
of his devotee Bhadra. 


Thenceforth, the place came to be known in the name of 
Bhadra as Bhadrachala or Bhadraadri/Bhadragiri. The place 
where the temple has come up is believed to be the spot where 
Lord Sri Rama had lived along with Goddess Sita Devi during 
His sojourn in Dandakaranya on the banks of the holy river 
Godavari called Gautami Ganga. The place where the Deities 
are seated is believed to be Head place of Bhadra. 


Generally, we come across Lord Sri Rama depicted as dvibhuja 
(two hands) with bow and arrow. But, here at Bhadrachalam 
temple He is seen as Chaturbhuja (four hands) holding disc and 
kounch in his upper arms; bow and arrow in his lower arms 
with his lower right hand in abhaya mudra. 
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Lord Vishnu himself manifested here as swayambhu in Archa 
roopa. That is why Lord here is called Vaikunta Rama or Rama 
Narayana where the Lord Sri Rama is in his original form ie. 
Lord Vishnu. Bhadrachalam is Vaikunta Raama Kshethra; 


The moortis (idols) were found (unearthed) by a devotee of 
Lord Sri Rama viz. Pokala Dnhammakka in 17th century. Later, 
during 1630 AD. Saint Rama Das (Kancharla Gopanna) a great 
devotee of Lord Sri Rama constructed the temple at 
Bhadrachalam and arranged for ornaments to the Lord. 


There is also a popular legend associated with this temple. At 
that time he was working as Tahsildar under the rulership of 
Abdul Hassan Thaaneesha, the Nawab of Golkonda under 
Nizam dynasty. 


In the process, Ramadas had arranged for funds from the 
revenues collected for which he had to undergo punishment 
(imprisonment for 12 years) due to embezzlement of State 
funds and was kept in Golkonda jail by the Nawab. 
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One can see even today the evidences of his imprisonment in 
Golkonda fort at Hyderabad and the life spent by Bhaktha 
Ramadas in jail. 


Being a staunch devotee of Lord Sri Rama, the money spent by 
Rama Das for the temple at Bhadrachalam was duly returned 
to the Nawab by Lord Sri Rama Himself who came in disguise. 


Money returned was believed to be to the tune of Six lakh Gold 
Mohars called Rama Tankas (Gold coins) having symbol of 
Rama Pattabhisheka which can be seen even today at 
Bhadrachalam temple. 


The legend goes on to say that Bhagavantha always comes to 
the rescue of his sincere and true devotees though initially they 
might suffer due to their Prarabdha Karma. Bhakta Ramadas, 
besides being a staunch devotee of Lord Sri Rama and architect 
of the famous Bhadrachalam Sri Rama temple was also a poet, 
composer/musician and philosopher. His devotional lyrics are 
known as Raamadaasu Keertanalu. 


The temple is located at Bhadrachalam in Khammam district of 
the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh State about 300 km from 
Hyderabad on the banks of sacred river Godavari called 
Goutami Ganga. 


Dedicated to Lord Sri Rama, Bhadrachalam known as Dakshina 
Ayodhya is one of the main pilgrim centers of Andhra Pradesh 
well connected by Road from Hyderabad, Vijayawada, 
Warangal, Karimnagar and other main cities of Andhra 
Pradesh. By rail it is on the Madras —- Delhi main line, one has 
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to get down at Khammam or Kothagudem and catch a bus to 
Bhadrachalam. 


SreE RaAma RaAma RaamEthi RaMe RaAme ManorAme 
SaHasra NaAma ThatTulyam RaAma NaAma VaraAnane 


AapadaAmapa HarthaAram DaatHaram Sarva Sampadaam 
LokaabHiraamam SreE RaaMam Bhuuyo Bhuuyo NamaAmyaham 


SreE RaAma Jaya RaAma Jaya Jaya RaAma 
ANTHARVEDI 


Located in East Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh Antharvedi 
is a Sangama Kshethra (place of confluence) where a portion of 
Godavari (Vasishta Godavari) merges with the Sea. 


It is a famous Naarasimha Kshethra where Lord Sri Lakshmi 
Narasimha manifested as Swayabhu and is west facing on the 
banks of Godavari. This place is believed to have been visited 
by Lord Sri Rama along with his brother Lakshmana and by 
Arjuna in Dwapara Yuga. Lord Brahma is believed to have 
performed Yajna at this place. It is also a Shiva Kshethra 
where the Shiva Linga is believed to have been installed by 
Lord Brahma. 


As this place was Vedi (stage) for performing Yajna which was 
in between the Vasishta River it was known as Antharvedi. It is 
the last, the most important and sacred point of river Godavari. 
Apart from the above there are several other sacred places on 
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the banks of holy river Godavari like... Draakshaaraamam, 
Dhavaleswaram, Mandapalli etc. in Andhra Pradesh. 


(above list is only indicative but not exhaustive) 


MAJOR PILGRIM CENTRES ON THE BANKS OF GANGA 


Kedarnath, 

Badrinath, 

Devaprayag, 

Rishikesh, 

Haridwar, 

Bithoor (Near Kanpur), 

KaAsi (Varanasi) & 

Prayaga (Sangam - Allahabad) 


SHAT-PRAYAGA KSHETHRAS (Six confluences of Ganga) 


Kesava Prayag (Saraswathi meets Alaknanda); 
Vishnu Prayag (Dhauliganga joins Alaknanda); 
Nandaprayag (Nandakini joins); 

Karnaprayag (Pindar joins); 

Rudra Prayag (Mandakini joins) and 
Devaprayag (where Bhagirathi joins Alaknanda) 


Famous pilgrim centers on the banks of Yamuna 


Starting from Yamunotri Glacier, Yamuna river flows in the 
states of Uttarakhand, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh and Delhi before merging with river Ganges (Ganga) 
at sacred Triveni Sangam in Allahabad also known as 
Prayaga. 


Some of the famous pilgrim centers that have come up on the 
banks of river Yamuna are, Yamunothri the birth place of 
Yamuna; Mathura the birth place of Sri Krishna, Prayaga the 
Triveni Sangam at Allahabad apart from the famous historical 


176 


places Delhi, Agra. Kalpi (near Kanpur) Janmabhoomi of Sage 
Sri Vedavyasa (Mahabharata) 


Famous Pilgrim centres on the banks of River Kaveri 
TalaCauvery (place of origin) 


Three famous Ranganatha kshetras on the banks of Kaveri viz. 
Sri Rangam; Srirangapatna; Shivana Samudra; 


Major Pilgrim centres on the banks of River TungaBhadra 


Some of the important/famous Pilgrim centers on the banks of 
holy river TungaBhadra are, Mantralayam, Bichali, Chakra 
Theertha (Hampi); NavaBrundavana (Anegondi); 
Sangameswaram (Kurnool dt); Alampuram (Mahaboobnagar 
Dt) etc. Other Kshetras on the Banks of River Tunga, River 
Bhadra and River Tunga Bhadra are Sringeri, Horanadu, 
Honnali, Harihara, Kenchanagudda, etc 


> Samarpana... 
nAham kartA hariH kartA 


nAham kartA hariH kartA tatpUjA karmachaakhilam.h| 
taThaapi matkR“’itaa pUja tatprasaadhEna naanyaThaa| 
tadbhakti tadphalam.h mahyam.h tatprasaadaat.h punaH 
punaH | 
karmanyaasO harAvevam.h vishNOsthR“iptikaraH sadhA | | 


"Tam not the doer, shri Hari is the doer, all the actions that I 
do are His worship. Even then, the worship I do is through His 
grace and not otherwise. That devotion and the fruits of actions 
that come to me are due to His recurring grace " If one always 
practices to do actions with a dedicated spirit to Hari, in this 
way, it pleases Vishnu. (Sri madhvAchArya-GitA tAtparya) 


Sri Raghavendra Theertha Guruvantargata 
Sri BharatiRamana MukhyaPranaAntargata 
Samastha TheerthaAntharyaami — Theerthakara 
SarvaTheerthaathmaka 
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SriManNaarayanayethi samarpayaami 


Sri Krushnaarpanamasthu 
Hari SArvottama —- Vaayu Jeevotama 


Sri GuruRaajo Vijayate 


AchAryAH shriImadAchAryAH sa.ntu me janma janmani 


From the desk of bhargavasarma (nirikhi krishna bhagavan) 


© www.bhargavasarma.blogspot.com 
https: //www.facebook.com/bhagavanknl 


PS. 


Illustrations, slokas quoted are antarjaala sangraha from 
various sources; my salutatios and sincere thanks to all those 
authors. 


Annexure 


SanKata NaAsHana GanesHa StotHram 
(Roses DoBs Neves Woes - Hosoawsa Ms Yoo) 


Bs WoesB BVe Sew Adah BHA0d dav Hosanw nosaob3d 
QW Hods. VBSO Nas3ab 09 MAHNVS. BGO0G VIaAd, Nes D2,BS 
DoIMAIeS, QOD” STUN. 

0 Bea), Swe Gedo PO o Amoasar 

BSadovo V,SENS,O sande anger AGabe 1 

BBW SSBWoBo 2 Q6BoGo OH eabhso 

B Seco B® Aomgo NBdso BHGrsa¥ 2 

VoeaeDdo BSowavo 23 Ago Jsvabed 2 

VBDVO DR OseoBjo Gemjanro SHoaha¥ 3 

BBWO PovwoGo 2 B30 B® Inoovsa¥ 
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QBOGTO NHASo De,GBo B nwodsay 4 
DYBS Sod Moadend 3,8oG,0 ob: Beds: 

323 dewBobo SU, VAFAQ Sd: Daloe 5 

Je OF Ose apye Qvor Qe VBSe Gar 
DSO OBSe DSonx GoemaGre vsse N3a¥ 6 
BSG Aoesyo ad, DOF PLO VUES? 
VOSS Geea HHo B OBSe Dvd, Dosab: 7 

VOB LAW,.€ Woh, 30,3, ONS, ob: Var abe 


Sa, apy WaesSsvoaoe NBeda, BIBS: 8 


AB FC DIG HOH VOSE3 DoBNo NHed Aioeso Doweearo 


DoSHwWsa 463 Yodo 

WOON Gor... 

e295 BaP Bdo Ph2 G0 DAPoS$ad | 
SHIH NYTVA/o escsooat), AIPGYGAD Ilo] 
DEM SS$vooKG40  DSGoeso Ay Boosoo | 

& 20ND0 SyQoorrSo Madgo desoGsao I] 2 || 
woes do Dordavo Ayo DSA. od | 

QD DH) TBoGo GrQHGo arya || 3 || 
dM Pood c 6%Hd0 H DaraSan | 
DISSE MeaBo MCS¥o a Merson || v || 
CICOZEPA DOPOD QHo6sho Odo: DGD) 6: | 

SS Dao Hoo Sy HGGHOSG: Yeo: || o || 
aus) zee DLO a9 Ose God | 


nerd eased wes Ed wsed MBao || « || 
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BIQroBY Go Q&VO YH: Hoo 08S | 
DHS Gea Qo vo) Oe Sg DHosow: || 2 | | 
WIS) EEN, HHS ODay ot: HAdSy aS | 


BAS DAY SHBG MISS oarde: || o | 


I aterotercara 
AOA AH: | ANG Sara | 
wore Ra ead args feos | 


TTA TRerasAy ATMA Il 8 
WA ahqus UT Uherd afacdana | 

qa portent Today ddan Il 2 
AFaat Wd DT IS fancAd wT | 

Uda TaeeNsieg YA AMSA Il 3il 
aa Medea OT ata FT faeraHs | 
Vale TOA Saal J Asie Il ¥'ll 
cma Aaa Fares I: YdeeN: | 
au fae aca aataaleene: way: Il Si 
facareit aad faaar weet AHA Tet | 
yareit aad Gaeenet oct aia Il Si 
Mesa VSIA: Hel aie | 
Hae aft T AHA aT Awa: Il vil 
FA MEAVAAV fofscat a: BAIA | 
age facut AacHal WIAA Walad: Il Ci 
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| Sia WARSI Parcel Weeds FEV Il 
Ganesha Dwadasanama Stothram 

Pranamya Sirasa Devam Gauriputram Vinaayakam 
Bhakataavaasam Smare Nityam Aayuh Kaamartha Siddhaye 


Prathamam Vakratundam Cha Ekadantam Dviteeyakam 


Thriteeyam Krishna Pingaaksham Gajavaktram Chaturthakam 


Lambodaram Panchamaam Cha Shashtam Vikatameva Cha 


Saptamam Vighnaraajendram Dhoomravarnam 
Tathaashtamam 


Navamam Phaalachandram Cha Dasamam Tu Vinaayakam 
Ekaadasam Ganapatim Dvaadasam Tu Gajaananam 
Dvaadasaitaani Naamaani Trisandhyam Yah Pathernnarah 
Na Cha Vighnabhayam Tasya SarvaSiddhikaram Prabho 
Vidyarthi labhathe vidhyaam Dhanarthi labhathe dhanam, 
Puthrarthi labhathe puthraan Moksharthi labhathe gathim 
Japeth Ganapathi sthothram shadbhir masai phalam labeth 
Samvatsarena sidhim cha labhathe nathra samsaya 
Ashtabhyo Brahmanebhyascha Likihithva yah samarpayeth 
Thasya Vidhya bhaveth sarvaa Ganesasya prasadathah 
VOVOB We, BBNo aoeso 
DBM DHoezsecioe O Seobaensende | 
SB Seah: SAdorms:s IHG ADodes || 0] | 
Bowsers Sovdby 8 aa: S3HHea: | 
VAaoe SHBoSo 3 wacioe Gabdvw: ||9|| 
dads BHowWsddee G8aoe SoHE: | 
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QDTOWGANMe MHIO*Aoe Do,GBs SHaodh: || al| 
9,BD Gea) Maen) DVB, DHS, Ws | 
Ob: Braces Jos DDG, bere, Jang Se [|e] | 
AUS Gaeta Tals 
WIA Aglodel alachaeqahent | 
qdra: pvortanet: aaaed faaRer: I ll 
Tae: Gadd We: HMAC: | 
UCaAY Taeal DT ZiSeAY GAaeas: INI 
adh: Wecaqdtal agAl aaeedn: | 
Valet Antal qaqa: Heunfafea: 13 1 
qmrattattet aatet ees Agia: | 
U: Jona at: wWTaaaeas fae ivi 


Sri rAma dvAdasha nAma stotram 


HEA AM WH aa Fala HALA - Seat RAT: 


TST Gea: HM WIS! Aaa 
aM wardes Seat ae fateraren: 


Ishvara RShihi - 
anuShTup chandaha - shrI rAmachandro devatA - 
shrI rAmachandra prItyarthe jape viniyogaha; 


% ga Hex facareclacdas TesraHa | 

iad wadesod aga UariiaHz |e | 

oM prathamaM shrIdharaM vidyAddvitlyaM raghunAyakaM | 
tRtIyaM rAmacaMdra~Nca caturthaM rAvaNaMtakam |1| 
Ud ahYstod Wer oeafHaiaa | 

Wd aged ao ARTA ase ae | 2 | 

pa~NcamaM lokapUjya~Nca ShaShTamaM jAnakipatim | 
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saptamaM vAsudevaM ca shrIrAmaM cAShTamaM tathA |2| 
aAdH AeaeeaA aA AFAVTASAA | 

Valet a Mars qaeel AdseUs | 3 | 

navamaM jaladashshyAmaM dashamaM lakShmaNAgrajam | 
ekAdashaM ca govindaM dvAdashaM setubandhanam |3]| 
[pot Bier] 

qaTatlatet aTafey BT: VSL oparieracd: | 

ENA GaTELa HE |G AMMA | ¥ | 

dvAdashaitAni nAmAni ya: paThet ahruNuyAnvita: | 
ardharAtretu dvAdashyAM kuShTa dAridrya nAshanam |4| 
3RUY dq HMA 3eilsra TeyaRUT | 

TEACH BMI Mecaie aR | s | 


araNye caiva saaMgrAme agnoubhaya nivAraNam | 
brahmahatyA surApANAM gohatyAdi nivAraNam |5] 


Terr a ae Recar adt AR fagtsa: | 

GAMMA YA seve TATA | € | 

grahaNe ca jale sthitvA nadI tIre visheShata: | 
ashvamedhashataM puNyaM brahmalokaM gamiShyati |6] 


Sict fA Thea QoNd-WUs-SATHAGS LAL-HaAT-ANTATeg-E ae MaMA-TAA- 
ae || 


iti shrI skandapurANottara-khanDa-umAmaheshvara-saMvade- 
shrIrAmacandra-dvAdashanAma-stotraM-sampUrNam 


Sri Krushnaarpanamasthu 
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| ATATRAASNAT | 

yar stat faa fete eaneacny | 
qld WHS Tage Wau Il 2 I 
Gee aaysd UT US AAAS 
GH aged PT Weds AAHT Ml 2 I 

Tae YUStenet Sa AHO 
wales Fifa west AIA I 3 I 

Udgsleaas fAcHiet A: USAT: | 
aaah eareearsart tl 

waaad Ustaad Gaattne AAT | 
sea fat Pag aaa Il & 


\l sft sitvanosqaat garnedare 
STANT I 


Il DCOODIDW DBADDAD CS DI Il 
we o 4 


DPA CBSO DAIS OH,3C0HV0 DIP TSH | 
By BCOWO TOs WOHO WU WSHPlO TOHMo0ssH¥F IO Il 


WOWDO GHCKAPWO 3 HAF wonseh ona | 
NB, D0 DWOAMBEHo Ww ToPHeoo SHosH THF Il O Il 


DHHIO DOBOCWFO DIM OF WON Boy | 
DRBSO W NOCHOWO D,BFo WeSwoHany il & Il 


DSA, BIMWHWA 3IGe 308 DSCA,T: | 
TOD DOCHANDHCEN © DAIDOD,AD, A DBIoa Il Y I 
~ 8 - + p) (3 aren) 


BWIHT,0 DOWHT0 WHEROHE POO OWest | 
WVPEDOSlE BHAT O DHE DIDAADTAA Il & Il 


I 2 Dew Bo, oBAOSe WH WoHHAomGse 
d COIDITO DIMMDAL LS DF Il 


SRI KRUSHNA DWAADASANAAMA STOTHRAM 
(Mahabharatha-Aranya Parva) 
d CB AD, BINodAoesayF 


BOBO Avdod:s WSer Meeaoun, DHS: | 


edosaa, dabeada, moadvar,B8do Sada¥ || 0] | 
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MEAD BOo AeSo rinesosed DHS, Apo | 
We,0Sodro0 SaGeabse cbaoemoaawns Bao ||9|| 
JLB@Q ovareed 

30 WD DOD VOI,C6 AwoSseds Saowes | 

don) Moan Ayoah WSF Sods: Bava Se | 
Boa) Dowden) Do cd DEWAO BO MHowse ||al| 
BBad0 BD BOo DowaS O,deabo sesso SH | 

3B 8eobo BB, nego BD vH@ro ooadao BHo ||¥|| 
Bowamo Sedriero 3 ado @ Hhaedsay | 
VAHO DIWHedo 3 Gobo soaayo SHoe ||23|| 
BBWO BoBOesoso DEWo B BAe da¥ | 
DAADCSOGTO BelSO De,GBo 3eGdo BH ||e|| 
ASHE GBaoaon) Dalya Hoesqd Geys | 

SIs ave DSCG,W Sa, CEI, BLO Bew | [2] | 
MIoWyobheo VHV,G, SA, Hod BSG, 23 | 

OP aLeGISI,T, SvaArDQed Aravda: ||] | 

DIE MOAI, DIA VTOATI-O 9,890 B® ADeass | 
DOG Soe Dea), Ke) VEDI 8 DANI, Se lle|| 
QI SLHHorMGSes Og, GAeed Bedyagwendwvosese 
SLB AD BIID Doesayr 


BSQCOBTP DY BS 
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BEWAGO ASaw: HBG Hares Ho2*eby ss | 
BIOS YAvawrys PHTLSES0 QHOo ||] | 
WTO Wor Addo HATH Hoses | 
TPCOSPasro argos MF mroirsy HD) SF ||21| 
BSyQ GIs 

So ao Way Hs Qe DePSS Gora | 

CPD PAPA Derot HS, ad?20 Qos | 

WA PAPA OE Vad Soewago ho dows’ | |3] | 
QSLv0 oo BGo Doar As Baxv0 $350 o> | 
SyBoro HAyrrso ao deoGo Paso dar | |v] | 
Dowaoo ASAGyo ob QQ Go SogownrdH2o | 
HHQSvo0 TADS Soro arPYaoo sor ||>3I | 
HHA Docsbsr¥o S¥xv0 So BIG | 
SQwWSS%o Yo VCS%o BSdo dar | |e] | 
DBP SEPP DIP YS Dewa | 

Sosa DBAS BAY Yea} HW Byew lle] | 
WOGPLes AHA! SIH" BSA d | 

BS DGAIPOAYS Doar’ B arod: | lo] | 
PHAPA OPAPP LO arcdao B Dane: | 


DoS’ DGD) eho DSGarDs Qa | |e] | 
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|| 2B Qavoserdde ceapooced Wharwaoosd 
£9 & 
BSHQOIOIP ND JSD] | 


N aftereurgareerenereatacy il 

qojed Ata: Ad MATACA AelcAet: | 
HAAEAGAAES ATHETIAMh FAG |I8 ll 
HATA WT alt BW Agia | 
CaN WAI BeaMeraed Alea iM 
AGO Sara 

fh af TA WEA fasta Aas | 
Uist aTariel fears aa ut: waeae | 
fet ATA AFATA AUTSG cd ARIA IIs 
waa d et faqard afacdta herd ae | 
dae vena J dd aaet Aa Ilvill 
war das TIS I AYA | 
WIA aged T ANTE TSCA AAT Nl 
ada YSttaiet aaa q Aaeaz | 
PuApel Wed career Met AM ie ll 
Vaca AM Wealiel Heer | 
AAA TSeAed ACT FS het YT Ilvil 
UG USCA HeMeleagt MAST T | 
SRIAUAEAET HAAN Aleta: Il 
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qlTaRarararareat qaveear Ff farsa: | 
eae Weieaca Baus: wAeAA Isl 
| sft sagraaswara he sftpsorrster eae 
Spreader TAA | 

Sri Rudra Dwadasanama StotraM 
de DB, De, Bao oes ay 
BBwo B MHeedo O.3eaho B HwHed day | 
By Seaho Bosdo Baedo JHBro Haysswak || o || 
BOBO B BDowwo 3 ARO Sodoorinosvay | 
VAHO GedHdedeso BeS0do woamo SHo || 9 || 
NOVO B® BO Gedo BID Dod Bea3a¥ | 
DBehesosBo DaeSo De,Go SHAVA.SeE || a |] 
HBHQ BGIrradrod SHoG.o abs BSeg ds | 
Teg 83 B3IBB Bose MHSur: || ¥ || 
ALUIVFPOSET OH WOIIAe DAIS: | 
VSFO MIDaAbSe Doo Sdeloeso J 13d || 23 || 
DBA VGSHosodo Beso Bou enday | 
RoMAoBowdG,Go Dove Sedo Toodda¥ || & || 
|| AS BeHB, Da WGIroh Woesayrv DoBpeeveo | | 


strenaara retreat 

WIA J Hered afaca J Aga | 

qa wsat Wed dat qyartqsa | ¢l 
Usd Hela FD IWS HASAN | 
Aca aaeae? stpvs Dee a Il il 


ada J et ed aA wade | 
weAHlee Wet cataet Waxes Il 3i 
Vdedeearanter Aes Y: Tdoek: | 
Meads HaeaT BUTS Teac: | vil 
Asters aed BTA GITeiate: | 

Ud awa WS acts F seas | sil 
MeUeHieHasHel east UrgVa | 
SrGHUSAALUE dec cd Hera ll kil 


| sf sregadieialAtatt AAA I 
BOG SPAY Go... 


VSL Go HH Sado AlBatvo eo Harecdo . 


Sy Bos00 SoS Y’So SeoGo DNA Geo .. 1.. 


DOWD SyGaPHo WH Qo SAIPOMMPSBVO . 
AQav0 BHASFo BSoo aPQad Gar .. 2. 
HdD0 GH So Bdo S¥dd0 HS \BHBo . 
HAwsrsFo Y'So o(d¥o Manes .. 3.. 


DBCS PAPAD QHodsh0 Odo: DGD) O: ; 


MP2) BS Ses) By Bras’ coodoytk .. 4.. 


YEPOOPESBVD HOY’ DWE . 
DSGo Das aPd0 Bde So H S58 .. 5. 


WG) HSHoS*Go BNGo oG#HOo . 


BoIDMoGongiwo D0 Gdo DaPedo .. 6.. 


.. BB BOSD LSsPWY Go HAP .. 


SrI rudra dvAdaSanAma stOtram 


prathamaM tu mahAdEvaM dvitIyaM tu mahESvaram | 
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tRutIyaM SaMkaraM prOktaM chaturthaM vRuShabhadhvajam 
ll 11] 


paMchamaM kRuttivAsaM cha ShaShThaM kAmAMganASanam | 


saptamaM dEvadEvESaM SrIkaMThaM chAShTamaM tathA || 2 
| 


navamaM tu haraM dEvaM daSamaM pArvatIpatim | 
rudramEkAdaSaM prOktaM dvAdaSaM SivamuchyatE || 3 || 
EtaddvAdaSanAmdAni trisaMdhyaM yaH paThEnnaraH | 
gOghnaSchaiva kRutaghnaScha bhrUNahA gurutalpagaH || 4 || 
strIbAlaghAtakaSchaiva surApO vRuShallpatiH | 

sarvaM nASayatE pApaM SivalOkaM sa gacchati || 5 || 
SuddhaspaTikasaMkASaM trinEtraM chaMdraSEkharam | 
iMdumaMDalamadhyasthaM vaMdE dEvaM sadASivam || 6 || 


|| iti SrIrudra dvAdaSanAma stOtram saMpUrNaM || 


Hari SArvottama —- Vaayu Jeevotama 
Sri GuruRaajo Vijayate 


nAham kartA hariH kartA 
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